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FOREST OF ST. BERNARDO. 



CHAP. I. 

• • < 

ABOUT the year 17-— Mr.Millward 
arrived from the East Indies, where he 
had resided near ten years. He had 
acquired a competent fortune with the 
greatest honour, and retur^ed to his 
native country with an unblemished re- 
putation, and a constitution little im* 

voJL« I. B psdred 



poured by the climate. A disappoint- 
ment in love had occasioned his leaving 
England : early in life he had attached 
himself to an amiable and beautiful girl, 
the only daughter of General Roberts, 
who having a superior match in view, 
forbad her thinking of Mr. Millward. 

This was a severe command; but the 

•» • • - - ■-» 

gentle Emma, accustomed to obey, dis- 
puted not her father's will as far as it 
related to Henry ; but neither threats 
nor persuasions could induce her to 
give her hand to Sir William Maynard, 
to whom her father had contracted her 
without her knowledge or consent. 

The General, provoked by her refusal 
of so advantageous an offer, $ent her to 
a odiivecit situated in Languedoc> and 

used 
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used such precautions: that it w^s impii^ 
siUe for her to obtain an internew with 
Henry, or get even a linie conveyed to 
him; and he left England fully con- 
vinced that she had voluntarily resigned 
him, and was in a few weeks to become 
the wife of Sir William Maynard. 

General Roberts seemed almost to 
have forgotten his once darling daugh- 
ter : it is true that he twice a year re- 
mitted her pension, and a small stipend 
for clothes and pocket-money ; but not 
one line of inquiry after her health. 

This conduct he pursued for nearly 
ten yeirs : judge then of Emma*s sur- 
prise, when one morning she was to!d 
a person from her fother Waited in the 
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parlour. On going down, she found a 
decent well-behaved woman in deep 
moiiming, who rose with great respect 
on her entrance, and presented a letter, 
which Emma read several times before 
she could believe the contents. 

I 

It informed her that her father had 
sent the bearer, whose name was Ward, 
to aUend her to England ; and that his 
carriage and servants "rtraited at Dover to 
convey her to the arms of her truly 
affectionate^ and repentant father, who 
was impatient to embrace her, and to 

* account for his cruel treatment and seem- 
ing neglect, which he hoped to convince 

^ her arose entirely from necessity. He 
lamented having so long secluded her 
from the worki^^d that he had sepa* 

rated 



rated tvp^o persons formed to make each 
other happy^ ^He concluded by entreat- 
ing her to forget the past, and assured 
her that his whole study in future should 
be to render her happy» 

It is easy to imagine the various sen- 
sations this letter excited in the breast of 
£mma; but joy soon predominated 
over every other ; fhe thought of being 
restored to the affections of a father 
^om she always tenderly loved, in a 
moment obliterated his past unkind- 
ness. She turned to Ward with her 
accustomed sweetness, and said she was 
going to acquaint the Lady Abbess with 
her arrival, and the commands of her 
father. Rin^ng the bell, she desired a 
lay-sbter to take care of Ward, and 
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procure her some refreshments: she 
added — 



" I win send for you to my apart- 
ment in the course of an hour^ as I havd 
many questions to ask." 

The Lady Abbess, though/much af- 
flicted at the thoughts of parting with 
Miss Roberts, whom she fondly loved, 
and had ever treated a^ a favourite 
daughter, yet sincerely congratulated 
her on the retxurn of her Other's affec- 
tions and her being restor^ te society, 
which she was every way qualified to 
adorn. 

Emma settled matters with the good 
Lady Abbess, and fixed heir departure 

for 
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for the next morning. She then sent 
for Mrs. Ward, from whom she learnt 
that her father resided at Upton Hall in 
Devonshire, on an estate that had been 
left him by a distant relation, who had 
been dead about three weeks : he was a 
bachelor, very rich, a most worthy, but 
very eccentric character. Mrs. Ward 
also gave her to understand that the late 
Afr. Roberts had never seen the Ge« 
li^ral titt a few months before his death, 
when he sought him out, and was so 
fnadi pleased with him that he would 
not suffer him to quit the Hall. Mr. 

_ » 

Roberts had left him an estate of ten 
thousand a year, and a considerable 
sum of money in the fimds ; and had 
recommended his servants, in his will, 
to the care of the General, who had 
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behaved in the most liberal manner : 
those that were old he had settled in 
comfortable cottages, and allowed them 
pensions') he told them they were wel- 
come to come to the Hall whenever 
they chose, but on a Sunday he should 

m 

always expect them to dine there : the 
General had retained tlie younger part 
of the servants in his service : that her* 
self had been housekeeper to the late 
Mr. Roberts for some years, and was so 
happy as to Jkeep her situation. Mrs: 
Ward concluded her account by saying, 
the General continued all the charitable 
institutions founded by her late mas- 
ter. 

Enuna asked if her father had 
brought any of his own servants to the 

HaH, 



HaU, and whether he kept Belle-Vue. 
Ward replied—** Only Mr. James came 
with the General;'* and that she had 
not heard any mention of Belle-Vue* 

/ 

■v — 

The truth was, Mrs. Ward, finding 
Miss Roberts a total stranger to the de« 
ranged state of the Generates affairs and 
embarrassed circumstances previous to 
his becoming his cousin's heir, thought 
it prudent to be silent on the subject. 
Enuna mentioned her design of begin- 
ning her journey early the next day; but 
recollecting that Mrs. Ward might be 
too much fatigued, offered to defer it. 
Ward thanked her for her kindness^ 
but said she should be sufficiently sested 
and able to set out as es^rly as she 
thought proper ;^ that the General was- 

B 5 so 
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so impatient to behold Iter, he had de- 
sired they would be. as expeditious as 
possible* It was then fixed they should 
set oflFat seven in the moruing. . . 

Ward told Enuna she had another 
letter for her; " the General gave it me. 
Madam, just as I was. getting into the 
chaise, and ordered me to take care of 
it as there were notes in it : I put it into 
my trunk as the most secure pls^e ; I 
will fetch it immediately. The General 
gave me also a letter of recommendation 
to Monsieur Dessein atXalais, and de* 
sired him to furnish me with^ a hand- 
some travelling chaise, and a steady man 
to act as a courier, as I was going to, 
fetch his daughter *fi:om a convent in 
Languedoc. And I assure you^ Madam, 

Mon* 



n 

Monsieur Dessein has obeyed my mas* 
ter's commands ; the carriage is an ex- 
cellent one, and La Pleur is a very civil 
and well-behaved man, and perfectly 
understands his business*'^ 

Mrs. Ward went in search of La 
Fleur, whom she found waiting with 
the trunk below. She told him her 
Lady had ordered the carriage to be at 
the convent by seven the next morning, 
and that if she had any fiirther com- 
mands she would let him know. 

She took the letter to Emma; who, 
on opening it, found it contained bank 
notes to the amount of five hundred 
pounds ; which her father desired her* 
to lay out in replenishing her wardrobe^ 

B 6 and 
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and in presents to her friends for their 
past attention. He added — 

^ If you wish to engage an attendant, 
I have no objection to your bringing a 
French one over ; though I would ra- 
ther you would wait till you arrive in 
England, and make choice of an Eng- 
lish one : but consult your own indina^ 
tion, which, believe me, in future shall 
be free from restraint/* 

The more Emma considered the turn 
things had taken, the more she was 
astonished; every thing appeared as a 
dream, yet it was so pleasant that she 
did not wish to awake from it. The 
permission to bring an attendant with 
her gave her pleasure, as there was an 

EngUsh 
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fngli^h orphan girl whom sh^ was very 
fond of ; and she determined,' with the 
Abbesses consent J to take her to Eng^ 
land. iTiat amiable woman was truly ^ 
happy so favourable an opportunity 
offered of placing her yoimg charge in 
such good hands. ' 

. Fanny Edwards had been brought to 
the convent a few months after Emma's 
arrival.. She was then about six years 
old, and liad been delivered to the Lady 
Abbess by her father, who was in the 
last stage of a ' consumption. He told 
this truly pious woman his short sad 
story, which induced her to promise 
him to protect the child ; an^ that if she 
lived to grow up, she woiild, if possible, 
place her under the protection of an 

English 
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English lady. According to his desire^ 

« 

she had educated Fanny to get her living^ 
in a genteel situation; the Abbess was 
therefore extremely pleased to have it in 
her power to perform her promise, and 
to put her little favourite under the pro- 
tection of one who would watch over 
her unguarded youth, and by example 
and precept render her a worthy and 
useful member of society. - . 

Fanny was called, and told .of the 
sudden alteration in her situation. The 
poor ^rPs sensations quite overpowered 
her; shewasjsome minutes: before she 
Could express her tlianks to £mn)a, to 
whom sh^ was inost ardently attached ; 
but the thought of quitting, perhaps for 
ever, the worthy Superior, who had 

been 
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been more than a mother to her, filled 
her yoimg heart with the most poi* 
gnant affliction. At leng^ a flood of 
tears relieved her : Emma pressed her 
to her heart, and withdrew. Fanny 
threw herself at the feet of the Abbess, 
and would have poured forth her ao 
knowledgments, but her feelings again 
overcame her, and she could hardly ar- 
ticulate — 

^ My dearest Madam, must I thenr 
be. separated from you, quit this sacred 
abode of peace and innocence ?'' . 

The ^Lady Abbess, who was sensibly 
affected, raised her ; and, tenderly eon 
bracing her, said — 



• " • . • 



u 



My 



16 

-I 

" My dear Fanny, child of my adop-- 
tion, moderateyour feelings : in parting 
with you, I ^ve the strongest proof of 
my aflfection, as I sacrifice my own com- 
fort to your advantage. In placing you 
ynder the protection of my beloved 
friend, I secure you an asylum where 
you will be in perfect safety, and I fulfil 
the promise I nuule your dying father : 
he wished you, my dear girl, to be a 
Protestant ; and though you have at- 
tended our mode of worship, you are 
sensible that I have not been unmindful 
of your parent's injunctions, as my 
amiable friend, your future mistress and 
patroness, has instructed you in the 
theory of that religion you will soon 
have it in your power to practise. You 
have long known my sentiments on that 

saaed 
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sacred subject j that the form of worship 
is not so essential as purity of heart and 
uprightness of life. My whole conduct 
has, I hope, proved to you and the semi- 
nary I have the honour to govern, that 
I am no enthusiast, but adhere strictly 

• ^ 

to the mild precepts of the Gospd, 
which strongly enjoin universal charity 
and toleration to all men. Your being 
under the guidance of sa sensible and 
worthy a mistress renders any further 
instructiohs or advice on my part unne. 
. cessary; continue, my dear Fam^y, in 
the path you have hitherto trod, and I 
^hall ever retain the affection of a mo- 
Iher for you. Write to me often, and 

t V V • ■ 

' tell me every wish of your heart. Leave 
me nowi my child, I will ^ see you again 
in the evening. Give orders to Sister 

Agnes 
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Agnes to have your things properly 
packed" 

Fanny left the apartment much cottj- 
fbrtedy and in a great measure re»gned 
to her new situation. Miss Roberts, 
having giyfsa the necessary directions to 
War.4j jowae4 th^ ({Qaimnnitiy ^% djnAei:, 
who aU ^;^ressed their fowoyr at beinj,* 
deprived so mddenly of ; their amiable 
injDdate: £pinu th^uikedthem, artd a^r 
sured th^^m of jjier gratitude fqr . the 
uumerpus favours conferred on her dur- 
ing her residence with* them. 

" Belieye me," she said, " I feel, severe- 
ly feel 9ur separation, which nothing 
could reconcile me to but the thought 
of seeing my father, and being restored 

to 



19 

to his aflfections. Whatever may be my 
future lot, I shall never forget the wor- 
thy friends whose kind attentions and 
precepts have enabled me to bear with 
resignation the disappointments of my 
youthy and to obey without a murmur 
the will of my father ; yes, my beloved 
friends, your examples have taught me 
to submit to the wise dispensations of 
Frovidence, and hive convinced me that 
» firm reliance on His goodness, and a 
strict observance of our refigious and 
moral duties, will conduct us through 
life (however thorny the path) with 
some degree of happiness. Our good 
Superior has permitted me the honour 
of corresponding with her ; I shall avail 
myself of her kindness, by which means 

I shall 
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I shall have the pleasure of hearing fre- 
quently of the wel£u:e of my friends." 



/• 



With difficulty Emma conchided her 
address to the nuns, as her feelings 
almost deprived her of the power of 
articulating, and she was obliged^ to 
leave the refectory abruptly. 

It was some time befwe Enuna was 
su£Bdently composed to meet the Lady 
Abbess, with wliom she had promised 
to spend the afternoon. A summons 
to attend in her apartment roused her : 
on her entering, that inestimable won 
man embraced her j and leading Emma 
to a seat, said-*- 
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Let us not, my beloved friend, 
embitter the few remaining hours we 
shall pass together by unavailing regret ; 
I only look on our separation as a tem- 
porary one, as I am vain enough to 
flatter myself that I shall retain a hold in 
your heart sufficiently strong to induce 

« 

you to revisit the Abbey of De . 

The recollection of having been obliged 
id pass the greatest part of your youth 
in it may excite disgust ; but I am cer- 
tain the inhabitants will be exempt from 
it, and you will convince us of your 
unshaken regard bypassing a few weeks 
with us next summer/* 



Emma assured the good'Abbess, that, 
with her father^s permission, which she 
had no doubt of obtaining, she should 
avail herself of the kind invitation; 

they 
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they then changed the subject, and 
passed three or four hours in conyersa* 
tion not only amusing but instructive. 
The bell for vespers obliged them to 
separate; but it had been agreed to spare 
themsdves the pain of a fornul adi€fu« 

Emma hastily bade the Abbess good 
night, and withdrew to l^^x own apart- 
ment, which she determined not to quit 
till her departure from the Convent. 
She had fixed seven in the morning, as 
at that hour the whole community 
would be at chapeli .. 

Emma sent for Mrs. Ward and Fanny 
to sup with her, as she did not wish to 
bealop^.. Fanny entered in tears; she 
had just taken i^ave of the Lady Abbess, 
who hfu^ presem^d h&t udth ten ^ineas 
> • ' for 
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for pod^et money. ' Miss Roberts soon 
dried the tears of her young protegee, 
by prortiising fcier,' if ^e was a good 
^rl, she shouB a<^company her the ^- 
suing year in her intended yiat to. her 
first benefactress. Fanny expressed her 
thanks ; at the same time^ assuring 
Emma, that she felt herself truly- grate- 
ful for the honour conferred on her, and 
thought hdrself very fortunate by being 
under such protection,. . /> 

La JPleur was punctual to the ap^ 
pointed hour^ and had every thing pro-t 
perly arranged -for the.' jouitiey. Enuna 
liberally, rewarded -the lay-sisters, and 
left a handsome donation to be i^stri-r 
buted to the podr- ' > '^ ! 
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The travellers took a hasty break£tst. 
Miss Roberts had only to bid farewell 
to Sister Agnes^^who had constantly 
attended her, and the Porteress. The 
tears and prayers of those good cr6a- 
^ tures distressed her, and she hurried 

I 

into the carriage, followed by her two 
attendants. 

Poor Fanny's tears flowed afresh, as 
the Convent gates closed j and, spite 
of her fortitude, Emma was much af- 
fected. For some miles they pursued 
their journey in silence ; at length the 
fineness of the mormng, (it being the 
middle of May) and the beauty of the 
prospect roused. Emma from her re- 
verie, and she entered into discourse 
with Ward, whom she found sensible 

and 
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and well educated. Fanny soon reco- 
vered her spirits, the novelty of the 
scene operated like a charm on her 
young mind; and when they stopped 
to dine, she was -not only reconciled 
but delighted with the change of her 
situation. 

On the third day they reJched Paris, 
and drove to the Hotel De — — in the 
Fauxbourg De St. Germains. Fanny's 
astonishment, and remarks on every 
thing she saw, amused Miss Roberts ; 
and she wished much to pass a few 
days in that famous capital, but her 
impatience to see her father determined 
her to proceed on her journey without 
delay. Two days more brought them 
in saiFety to the Silver Lion at Calais. 
' vcjL. I. c Miss 
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Miss Roberts ordered La Fleur to en- 
gage a packet, and let her know when 
it would saiL 

In less than two hours La Fleur re- 
turned, and-'informed his mistress that 
he had setded with a captain, and had 
seen every thing put on board necessary 
for her accommodadon ; and if the 
wind continued feir, he would sail by 
ten the next morning* La Fleur said 
he would take care and have the bag- 
gage on board that evening. 

They embarked the next morning, 
and after a pleasant passage arrived at 
Dover the same evening. The first 
person Emma distinguished on her land- 
ing was James, who had for some days 

taken 
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taken his station on the pier, in hopes 
of seeing the vessel that contained his 
beloved mistress. The pqpr fellow was 
overjoyed to see her. 

** Ah, Madam !*' he exclaimed, " have 
I lived to see the happy day that brings 
you back tp good ' Old England ? and 
sliall I again behold you at the head of 
iny master's feuiily, who (th^ink God !) 
has got the better of all his troubles, 
and has a finp fortune to bestow on 
you/' 

Miss Roberts was much affected at 
this honest fellow's repeated marks of 
his strong attachment : he. had lived 
with the General before his marriage. 
Kmrna a3sured him she was glad to see 

c 2 him 
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him in good health, and much obliged 
to him for the joy he evinced at her 
return to her native country. She in- 
quired of James, if he had heard from 
her father since he left home. 

" No, Madam,'* replied he ; ** but I 
left his Honour the General tolerable 
well; who desired to hear from you 
the moment you landed : and I have_no 
fears about him, as I gave great charge 
to Betty, whom we brought from the 
cottage in Wales ; she is an excellent 
nurse, and understands all about his 
Honour." . 

# 

Betty and the Welch cottage were 
quite an enigma to her \ but she made 
no inquiries. They had now reached 

the 
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the inn j and Emma, who had not suf- 
fered from sea sickness, immediately 
wrote a few Unes to her father, inform- 
ing him she should leave Dover the 
next morning, and hoped in four days 
she should have the pleasure of embrac- 
ing him. . She^mentioned that she was 
much gratified by his kind attention in 
sending Ward for her, and the care he 
lad taken to arrange every thing to 
render her journey comfortable : she 
likewise said that she received great sa- 
tisfaction at finding honest James at 
Dover, who was the same grateful wor- 
thy creature he had ever been. She 
told him she had availed herself of his 
permission of bringing over an attend- 
ant ; that she was an English orphan ; 
and i^hen he heard her story, she had no 

c 3 doubt 
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doubt but he Would appfdVe of wRit 
^he had done, and find himi^elf ffiuch. 
interesjed in het fevour. Emma con- 
cluded by asisuring th^ Oeneral sh^ wsti 
impatient to convince him in person of 
her unabated affection, and to prove to 
him it had ndt been thie leaist diminishfed 
by absence. 

The next day brought them at an 
early hour to London, where Fanny 
again teidified her astonishment at all 
she saw. They. slept at the hotel in 
-, and pursued their journey at^the 
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break of day. 

The close oF the third day brought 
them in sight of Upton Hall, which was 
situated on an eminence a few miles 

from 
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from Plymouth : it stood at the end of 
X large park; the approach to it was 
through a long avenue of venerable 
oaks, intermixed with fine ' large limes 
of a mor^ mbdeni growth. The house 
was ^ large, and in the gothic style ; it 
commanded from the back front a dis- 
tant but "SLa extensive view of the ocean ; 
the pleasure grounds were beatitifiilly 
romantic, 

Where wood^, S^^^ teiipies^ lawna^ jpromisciioaji 

rose. 
And Nature vied with Art to deck the scene. 

ft was superbly furnished in the same 
taste as the ImiMing. Emma-s mind 
wa^ too much agitata with the ap- 
proaching naeeting to pay any sMention 
to "the picturesqtie scenery that sur- 

c 4 rounded 
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roxmded her on every side : she tried 
to be collected, and in some noieasure 
succeeded. 

The General observed the chaise enter 
the avenue, and starting up, traversed 
the saloon with great perturbation, till 
the carriage stopped at the great en- 
trance } he then almost flew down the 
steps, forgetting his crutch stick and 
his lameness j the servants were just in 
time to prevent his falling, and letting 
down the step, Emma was in a moment 
in the arms of her fether, who received 
her with the greatest affection ; but his 
emotions were almost too much for him^ 
nor was his daughter's less agitated. 
As soon as she could speak, she said — 
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" Is it possible, am I indeed so blest, 
my father ? after so long an absence, am 
I restored to your affections ?** 

'* Forgive, my child, my generous 
injured Enuna, forgive me," was all the 
General could utter. 

At length tears relieved them both, 
and they were sufficiently composed to 
enter the house ; but the General was 
obliged to have the support of his 
crutch stick and James's arm to ascend 
the steps. Having conducted Emma 
intQ a niost superb and elegant draw- 
ing-room, he again pressed her in his 
arms and welcomed her to Upton Hall, 
saying — 

c 5 " My 
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" My deafest Emma, I kndw not 
what reparation I can make you for 
many years of undeserved suffering ; 
but in order to explain the motives of 
my seeming cruelty and total neglect, 
I must entefr into a detail of drcum- 
stances you are ignorant of : but as the 
recital will cost me some pangs, I entreat 
your patience till to-morrow : you re- 
' quire refreshment and rest.^' 

Emma begged the Genial would not 
think of gratifying lier curiosity tfll he 
found himself equal to the task. At 
tHs instant honest James bought in 
canc^es : he exdahned— 

** I believe your Honour in thte joy 
of seeing my Lady has quite forgot to 

order 




ss 

^:H&er tea and coS&Cj so I iums inade 
b(^ to ^t it Peady : Mrs. Ward if fuu 
iaskg every thing to T^its ia Madam's 
apartment.** 

m 

^ Apropos/* said the Generai,^ where 
is the ^Gtde Englieh gu4 that you have 
taken under yovac protection^ whose 
atory you mexvtibned ia your letter 
would interest me ?*' 

Miss Roberts toM lames to desire 

/" 

Fanny to come to her — 

^ i thmk^ Sir/*^ continued die, ** you/ 
will approve <^f *wliat I have done^ in; 
taking charge of this young creature ; 
her little history at -^yme future period: 
I wiH relate." 

c6 The. 
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The General assured Emma of his 
entire approbation. Fanny now en- 
tered, and^ blushing, curtsied to the 
General 

" Ck>me hither, my good ^V said 
he, ^^ be hot so timid ; in me you shall 
ever find a friend, who will add his^ pro- 
tection to that of his daughter. I would, 
Emma, give Ward particuW charge to 
instruct Fanny in every thing that is ne- 
cessary for her to learn/* 

*' I mean. Sir, to place her immedi* 
ately under her care, as I think her a 
well-educated worthy woman," 

The General asked Fanny how she 
liked England, and if she was pleased 

with 
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\nth her ntuation? She replied, ^e 
was quite delighted with what she had 
seen of it ; and that in regard to her 
situation, she could not fail of being 
happy in it, honoured as she was with 
his friendship and that of her beloved 
mistress, the continuation of which she 
should make it her study to deserve. 
After some more questions from the 
General, who was much pleased with 
her modest and sensible answers, Emma 
gave Fanny some orders, who left the 
room quite charmed with the kindness 
of her master. 

The General then entered into con- 
versation with his daughter relative to 
her joiirney and various subjects, which 

lasted 
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fa^ed ^ supper. M cSe^tcsi tlie Gene* 
rd wished Emmt a good «ght. 



*" Ood Hess you, iHy dear diild; 1 
tmst I sliaEBt meet you to-morrow 4h* 
health I bcKeve meStlw^g totirfbrm you 
of events long past, which I w«^ 
after to consign to oULvion,** 
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CHAP. n. 



Emma was much pleased with her 
apartment, which consisted of a large 
dressing-room and bed-chamber, ele- 
gandy fitted up and furnishedi though 
quite in the gothic style, witliin her 
bed-room was a smaller one for Fanny. 

WBss Roberts soon <3Gsmissed her 
young attendant: being fatigued she 
retired to rest immediately, which she 

enjoyed 
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enjoyed till the rays of the morning sun 
awoke her; and being sufficiently re- 
freshed, she arose and dressed herself 
without disturbing Fanny who was still 
asleep. It being only six o'clock, she 
determined to amuse herself in taking a 
view of the grounds till the breakfast 
hour, to which she was induced by the 
delightful and extensive prospect from 
her window, which was bounded by the 
ocean. 

Emma descended the great stairs, and 

' - . . . I 

entered the grand saloon, which having 
examined, she perceived a small door 
that led by a flight of steps into a large 
shrubbery, in the middle of which,, on, 
a rising ground, stood a temple dedi- 
cated to the Muses ; it consisted of a 

' ■ t ■ ^ '. . . 

spacious 
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iqpacipus lofty s^artment divided into 
nine compartments, in each of which^ 
on a pedestal, stood a statue of a Muse 
highly finished in white uiarble ^ a table 
stood .under it, on which were place^ 
pr6per books and implements for the 
attainment of the diflferent sciences. 
The deKng was a painted one, finely ex« 
ecuted; the subject, Minerva, as th^ 
goddess of wisdom, conducting a train 
of young people of both sexes through 
the path c^ knowledge to the temple of 
Fame, which appears in the back ground. 
Minerva points to the figure of Time, 
who has discovered to Britannia various 
arts and sciences, which she has already 
laid open to Europe, Asia, Africa, and 
America : Britannia is attentively look- 
ing at Time^ who is breaking the seal of 

a box 
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a box containing arts and scienees not 
yet revealed. Miss Roberts was en- 
chanted with the teinple, she promised 
herself to spend many hours in a place 
Ivhere she found not only amusement 
but instruction. 

The breakfast bell reittinded ber it 
i^z& time to seek her fiithef ,, whom she 
found i^tratiting for her^ and much reco* 
Tered from the a^tation of the preced- 
ing evening. He observed with plea« 
rare Emma's looks besp(^ her mind at 
ease* 

As soon as they had finished their re- 
past, the General led her to the Hbrary, 
which was fitted up in a supeiij style -. 
a large collection of wefl-chosen books 

in 
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ifi <Bffefeiit lamguages M^erfe wranged in 
perfect oiNtef, in degant boc^^ases; 

Tkt General said-^ 

• • • * 

^ I perceive^ my dear, yoci are ^m- 

- d^tly sui^Mised at the tmcomtxKm mag^ 
fiificence, blended with exquisite taste, 
tkat surrounds y<m : k is necessary I 
sbcMfld ;gi^ ycm 9^ idda of Ae loeti 
o^K^er : Mr. Robins waa a man of filt-^ 
ititure, of 'which he was an endiusiastic 
ad»iii«er; but of aniofit eccentnc tura 
of »»^ : Ifor the last fbtty years he had 
exdhaded himself from i^ociety, and de-> 
cfics^ted his dme to study and embeUish-* 
ing Upton Hafl, which he rendered t^e 
adsniration of afl that saw it ; the beauty 
of thfe girounds, ill whkh natui^ aiid art 

the 
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the late possessor. The traveller could 
not flatter him more than by requesting 
to view it ; a servant was kept on pUTf 
pose to sh^w it ; the rights of hospitality 
\?ere strictly- atlentfed tOy refreshments 
of every kind were provided, and the 
stranger was allowed to spend the whole 
day in gratifying .Ws curip^tyi . Mf* 
Roberts ney^ ;appeared) . but; fiiiut hinii« 
self up in bis apartmen:^, which is situ- 
ated, in the left :wing, and consists of a 
bed-chamiber) eating-room, ^nd , sti^y^ 
fitted up in the mo^:si|nple ma£A6r« 
This es^traordinary man was of the most 
philanthropic disposition ; his charities, 
both public and private, were un- 
bounded, his manners the most polished, 
his understanding the most refiied and 
highly cultivated, his temper placid ; yet 

did 
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did he entirely exdude himself from an 
admiring world ; no cause appeared, nor 
did he ever assign a reason why he 
shunned ' mankind. He reached the 
great age of ninety-eight, and enjoyed 
his faculties to the last ; his health and 
strength did not fail him till within 
three months of his death, when he 
sought me out, who am a distant branch 
of the family, and the only jrelatiye in 
existence. Ke died lamented by all 
who bad ever heard of his name, and 
by none more sincerely than myself. 
I informed Mr. Roberts of every circum?- 
stance of my life, and entreated his per- 
mission to send for you ; he replied — 

' A very short time will terminate 
my existence ; you wiB > then be. the 

owner 
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owner of all I possess, and I have no 
doubt you will make every retribution 
in your power for your past unkiodnessi 
to your injui^ed and amiable daughter; 
at present I beg you will let matters rest 
as they are.! 

" -—But enough of this subject — ^it is 
time, my dear, I should perform my 
promise, and begin my painful task. 

** On the death of your ever-lamented 
mother^ (which ypu recollect happened 
just as ypu had entered your fifteenth 
year,) for a long time I remained incon- 
soleable, and, but for your filial atten- 
, tion, should have sunk under my loss. 
I that time placed my whole dependence 
of coc[xfort on you ; the likeness you 

bore 
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bote your mother, both in person and 
disposition^ endeared you to me more 
than ever ; and when the first violence 
of my grief was over, and I could enjoy 
your society, my mind becanje tranquil, 
and I was thankful to Heaven which 
still had left me such a treasure. 

** Two years you may remember past 
hapinly ; you improved daily, and more 
than answered my fondest expectations. 
Hemry, who was then at Oxford, at the 
vacations, added to our enjoyments by 
' his sod^. He too was making a rapid 
' progress in his studies, and promised to 
be 2m ornament to the human race [an 
involuntary sigh escaped Emma, nor was 
the General unmoved ; but after a mi- 
nute's pause he continued]. 

.« It 
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^ It was just after Christmas in the 
year 17- — 9 that business of consequence 
called me to London: I left you with 
the greatest regret 5 you too were much 
affected at this parting, though I did 
not intend being absent above two 
months. 

" On my arrival at the capital, which 
I had not visited since I lost your mo- 
ther, I was recommended to lodge and 
board with a widow of the name of 
Benson, who resided at the west end 
of the town. She was near thirty, well 
educated, pleasing in person, and of the 
most fascinating manners : she appeared 
open and ingenuous, but was artful and 
designing* 

... • • . 

A. 

She 
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•* She soon by her attention ingra- 
tiated herself in my fevour. Of an 
evening she had constantly card parties ; 
I was invited to join the set ; at first I 
objected, as I found they played high j 
but at last was prevailed on. I lost con- 
siderably the first evening, and spent a 
restless night. 

*^ The next morning brought me a 
letter from you ; in it you anticipated 
the pleasure of our meeting, whidi (you 
added) you expected daily. This awak- 
ened all my afiection, and I resolved to 
leave town immediately, as my business 
had been finished some time.- 

'* On going down to breakfast, I men- 
tioned my intention of setting off the 
VOL. I. D follow. 
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follotraig morning for Belle-Vne. Mrs. 
Ben*dn burst into t^ears, and entreated '1 
woidd not leave her, 

r \ 

I 

" It is needless to recapitulate the arts 

this worthless woman made use of 'to 

detain me. Alas ! at that time sh^ had 

a powerftil advocate in my heart ; for, 

^ith shame I ovm it, I was no longer 

master of my actions ; so completely 

had she entangled me in her snares, that 

her will was my law, I forgot your an- 

^ mother and the sacred pledge ifte 

had left to my care. A connection iM)qti 

todc {dace, which proved my ruin \ her 

extravagance knew no bounds ; gamii^ 

now became npiy constant evening's 

amuseaient 
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fou began to be alarmed at mj 
long absence ; but young and inexpe-* 
rienced as you then were, I easily quieted 
your fears by pretendii^ I was sdll de- 
tained on business. Your letters wefe 
diggers to my heart ; I felt, though I 
had deviated from rectitude, I was still 
a fiujier ; this woman could not entirely 
divest me of natural ajBFection, though 
die certainly weakened it. 

* 

•* My fiuthful James often expostu- 
lated with me, but I was deaf to his well- 
meant remonstrances. One day in ,par- 
ticulai: he venturea to hint that Mrs. 
Benson would be my ruin ; this irritated 
me, and I sternly bid him leave the 
room, and never dare resume the sub- 

d2 ject. 
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ject The poor fdlow obejred tliis harsh 
command with tears in his eyes» 

^ Thus tlungs went on for some 
months, till I was roused from my in£i- 
tuation by receiving an -anonymous 
letter, telling me I was a dupe to a set 
of sharpers, and an abandoned woman 
who was in league with them, and 
shared the spoils. Every action of her 
life was laid open to me, and I was desir- 
ed to meet the writer, at dght in the 
evening, at the Shakspeare Tavern, Co- 
vent Garden, and inquire for A. 2L 

^^ So much was I agitated, it was with 
difficulty I composed myself to atten4^ 
dinner. The syren met me. with her 

accus- 
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accustomed smiles; and whether she 
thought I had some suspicions, she strove ' 
to ami^ me, and displayed all her blan- 
dishments; but in vain^ the film had 
£dlen from my eyes, and she now ap- 
peared in her native colours. ' 

** As soon as coffee was over, I rose to 
go to my appointment ; she urged me to 
remain, as she said I should be expected 
at the card*table. I coldly told her I had 
particular business which would detain 
me tm a late hour, and begged the party 
would not wait. Bowing, I left the 
tOQTxi and hastened to my appointment.^ 

^ To my very great astonishment, I 
found Sir William Maynard waiting 
fbrine:. I became acqtuunted with him- 

d3 at 
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at Lord R — ^^s, at whose house we fre- 
quently met. He politely apologiised 
£c>r the liberty he had taken, but his mo- 
tive, he trusted, would plead his ex- 
cuse. I told him I considered him as 
my best friend, and entreated he would 
inform me of rivery particular,^ and how 
he came to the knowledge of some cir- 
cumstances, he had mentioned. 

V 

" Hethen enteredihto a long detail k 
would Be useless to sepeat ; suffice to 
say he laid op«i such a scene of viUany 
which even at -this distance of time 
makes me shudder ^ the proofs he 
brought were imdeniable, and I found 
the woman who had made me a slave 
to her caprice, ruined my fortune, and 
caused me to neglect my child, was a 

conunont 
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common prostitute, instead of the wi- 
dow of a respectable man. 



^ I asked Sir William what coixld be 
done^ as I had lost large sums at play, 
* and tkpas. confflderably ia debt. He ad- 
vised me tx> lea.ve town as soon as posr 
sible, and on no account return to my 
lodgings, but empower him to discharge 
t^H^ aod: to order my trunks and ser- 
V2llit to thje Hum]:n^i)^. \ accepted his 
ofier^ 3Ad the mex* ^»o^?!M^g wrote, a 
Hfift t© »y fiiithfuJ: fem^s^ telling him %q 
come to. me ipgimedtajtely with my l?a^ 
gage, and not to fet Mrs, Benson kJlQ!Vf 
where! was. 

■ 

*' The poor fellow was overjoyed to 
find me safe, as he had been much 

D 4 alarmed 
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alarmed at my staying out all night.* He 
told me he had left Sir William and 
Mrs. Benson at high words. She swore 
my things should not go out of her 
house. He told her at . her peril to de* 
tain them ; and ordered James to take 
coach, put my trunks in, and go as di* 
rected. 

•* It was near seven in the evening be- 
fore Sir William came. He said he had 
"^th difficulty settled my afiairs with 
that infamous woman: he was forced 
to use threats, and to tell her he would 
bring her to a severe account for the 
fraudulent manner she had obtained of 
me large sums, and shared the spoils 
with a' set' of sharpers who had cheated 
me at j>lay. He insisted on her sending 

for 
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for two of her acconii^ces, wBo had 
my bond for six thousand pounds. He 
convinced them he was acquainted with 
their real characters, and no stranger to 
the various frauds they had practised oa 
me. In short, he made them give up 
the bond on paying theni a thousand ^ 
pounds. And Mrs. Benson's bill, which 
was. enormous, he reduced to two hun* 
dr^ pounds, for which he made her 
give a receipt in fiill of all demands. 

*? Lthanked this generous fnendfor his 
kindness. His friendship did not stop 
here ; I was greatly in debt to different 
tradesmen, and hacl sold out all my pro- 
perty in the funds ; even your mother's 
flprtune, which was settled on you. I 
had stiU honour enough not to touch 

/ ' D. 5 Henry's 
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Henry^s litde property, which was al! 
that esaq>ed the general wreck. 

^ In a few days matters were finally 
settled^ and we set off for Belle-Vue. As 
I drew near my. own peaceful abode, I 
could scarce conceal the violence of my 
feelings ; I longed, yet dreaded to see 
you. On our arrival, the affectionate 
manner in which you received me, and 
the joy that beamed in your expressive 
countenance, quite overcame me, and I 
fiunted. Your kind assiduity restored 
me, but how psunful were my sensations 
on hearing your artless expressions of 
filial love ! Sir WilliSn endeavoured to 
calm* your agitations by assuring you I 
only required rest, as my impatience to 
see you had made me pursue the jour- 
ney 
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ney with too great rapidity for my 
strength. 

" Under pretence of ta^-'ng. some rcr^ 
pose,. Sir William led me to my apart«% 
ment, where he exerted every argument 
friendship and good sense conld saig- 
gest to inspire me with fortitude. J^ 
bngtl^ he so £u: succeeded, that at din«^ 
ner I was able to meet you with compo^ 
sure. 

^ A week or ten days passe<^ whicb 
were employed in cosu:erting plans fb^, 
my future mode of life ; but we coul^ 
not fix on an eligible one. Yet it was 
oecessary to come ^o a speedy detprmi- 
oaydon } I h^ nothing left but my hal^ 
I^y <u»d tlw W»J1 esute q£, J^U^Vvsg. 

jkQ and 
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and owed Sir Wiffiam upwards of five 
thousand pounds: yet he woiold not 
hear of my maldng any redoctioH in my 
household) or any alteradonin nay usual 
style of Uving« 

•• I tdd him I could not [trespass fur- 
ther on his kindness. He replied, that he 
wns the person obliged, and ere long he 
ho)MKl to be my debtor ^ as I had'it amply 
\\\ tny iH>wor to repay any little act of 
tVWuilHldp ho had been so happy. as to 
f<»tt<br n\c% lie instantly changed the 
Mkt^i hor could I get him to renew 

^ 1 thought 1 pefcetved he was par- 
tkuhurly ^Atteixtire to you» and found he 
W^hx fvejry Cfi^unity to pay you 

the 
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the most flattering compKments ; yet, as 
I had made him acquainted that a mu- 
tual attachment had subsisted between 
you and Henry, I had no idea of his in* 
tentiohs towards you, or that you had 
made an impression on him which in 
the end proved the bane of our hs^ 
piness. 

* ^ • 

^ One morning. Sir WilHam had been 
saying a profusion of fine things to you, 
and was all animation and gaiety. James 
brought n^e a letter from Henry, which 
mentioned his intention of passing a few 
days with us in the course of the montb;^^ 
tins part I read aloud ; your too expres- 
sive eyes spoke the feelings of your 
hncL Sir William was at that instant 

admir* 



V 



i 



€2 

\ 

- 

adixiiring a drawing from jaaturq you. 
had juat finished ^ he changed coloxir, 
his coutenance was distorted by passion,, 
and he atuiipdy quoted the roouu 
This circumstance alarmed, me ; you 
were too intent on maldng inqiuries^ 
after Henry, to remark this extraordi- 
nary behaviour. In less than a quarter 
of an hour Sir William returned, per- 
fecdy i^dd and in apparent good hu-^ 
moiu: : he was rather thoughtful and 
' ^ent for some little time, but soon re-> 
coveted^ that suavity of n^iann^x& fer 
which he w^s resoarkable \ never had \ 
aettt, hkn mere agreeable^ I entirely 
forgot th<^ occurrence of the moiming : 
\ w^ therelbre m^Kh am^riaed wheOb 
on the followxDg d^y^ after breskfa^t, Ii€^ 

entered 
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entered my study, and after some ge* 
neral tonversation, addressed me nearly 
as follows : 

" * The approbation you have ever 
honoured me with, aiKi the partial light 
you have beheld the trivial acts of 
friendship I have been so happy as to 
render you, to which I will add, yoi^r 
knowledge of my character and fortune, 
induce me to hope I shall not only have 
your consent to what I am gding to 
propose,^ but, if necessary, I flatter my- 
self I shaU find you a warm ^uiv^ocat^ in 
my favour/ 



v/ 



" I assured him he had a r^ht to 
command me 'm every tling, except — | 

meant 
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meant to say, the disposal of your hand y 
but he stopped me by saying — 

" * Hear me out: in short, my friend, 
the only recompense I ask, the only one 
I will receive, is the hand of your lovdy^ 
daughter/ 

. " Involuntarily I started. 

*^ ' I am aware,* continued -Sir Wili- 
liam, * of your objections : the cfiflfer- 
ence of our years; you will likewise 
urge Emma's attachment to Henry: 
these are obstacles I am sensible L have 
to surmount ; yet I think I shall, with 
yeuc asfflstance, overcome them. Ifear 
my propos^: I^will cancel your bond^ 

and 
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and settle on Emma a sum equal to her 
mother's fortune, which I think you 
mentioned was ten thousand pounds. 
I will also exert my interest with the 
Minister to procure you a lucrative em- 
ploym^t, and nothing shall be wanting 
on my part to make you and Miss Ro* 
berts happy. In regard to her affection 
for Henry, I look on it merely as a 
childish affair, and has in it more of 
friendship than love. As they have 
never scdidted your approbation, you 
b^tttiot [dead a lH*each of promise. Con- 
'Isent then, my friend, to bestow your 
daughter upon me, and by so doing you 
will insure our mutual fdicity.* 

V 

I 

" In short, my dear Emnnta, he made 
use of every argument his p^ion sug^- 

gested,. 
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gested, now and then pointing out 
(though with extreme, delicacy) my disr 
tressed situation^ ami the f^tal coosa- 
quence thstt must ari$e from, his withr 
dr^dog Uft &iesuishtp v aad: dvi^It m 
idle most £c»rc3^ mamidii oxiiwl^ vsrm&Si 
^asL your ibdiings oa being acqumtad 
udth) tfte real state q£ mvT) af&ini». 

/^ Ifc b needles8;to say he s^leng^ pye^r 
Tailed,^ and \ consenlied ta m^ chtfdfs 

vpliapi^ess* \ prcMsiised tQ. e^iM^ o^ 
aoat^rii^y ov^ you, w^tp breajc off ^ 
CDonesttoa between you aad I^QiPy }. to 
whom I wrote knm^diately> ac^ainting 
him that you had accepted the oflFer of 
Sir William Maynard, and that the mar- 
riage would take place in less than a 
montlju Sir William had procured Henry 

a very 
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a very idvantagpous situation in: the 
East Indies,, and promised always ta 
be a friend: by his advice I told 
Henry the appointm^t li$Ki been ob- 
tained through' the interest of a friend 
q£ his £ithe]7. I said, as^ he was so jssm 
b^g. of age, I begged leav« to> resi^ 
Biy trusty and.ha^: desired JVbr. Sewasd 
QapLy s^^nt) tO' settle a£counJ&s^ wkh him jr 
and I flattered nxysel£ he woidd find I 
had been a faithful guardian of his pro- 
peit^y. i lamented ^at we could not 
have the pleasure, of seeing him at 
Belle^Vue before his departure > as the 
ship would sail in less than a week, he 
would scarcely have time to arrange his 
affairs. I concluded with assuring him 
of my parental regard, and that you 
joined me in most a&ctionate wishes ; 

and 
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and hoped we should hear from him as 
often as the distance wouM f^ermit. 

^ I had it announced in all the pa* 
pers, that a union between you and Sir 
Wilfiam Maynard was on the tapis, and> 
would certainly take place as soon as the 
settlements, equipages, and jewek wa'e* 
ready, which were to be executed ia 
the most brilliant style* • 

** The return of post brought nxe x 
letter from Henry, avowing his passion! 
for you, and entreating me to sanctioa 
it : he beseeched my pardon for not hav- 
ing sooner solicited my consent, which 
nothing but the smaBness of his fortune 
had prevented ; and as I had ever treated, 
him with the greatest indulgence, he 

flattered 
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flattered himself he should be forgiven, 
and that I would not persist in forcing 
you into an union he could not believe 
you would ever consent to. His letter 
to you I opened, and found you had 
plighted your vows during my resi- 
dence in London, It is needless to say 
I suppressed it, and prevented your writ- 
ing to him. 

** Believe me, my Enima, my con- 
duct gave me severe pangs : but what 
could I do ? my folly had put me entirely 
in the power of Sir William Maynard ; 
who too late I found was not the disin- 
terested friend I thought him : he had 
geen you by chance the summer before 
our acquaintance commenced,, during an 
excursion he had made in Kent, and de- 
termined 
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tennined to ask -my permission -to ad- 
flress you. 

" He applied to Mr. Sefward to intro- 
duce him, who you remeniber wsls on 
an intimate -footing with Henry, and 
die confidant of his attachment. Mr. 
Seward assured Sir William that your 
heart had long been engaged to the most 
worthy of men, and he had no doubt 
of my consetltiijg to the union; and 
urged so many arguments -of the impos- 
sibility of succeeding, that Sir Wilfiam 
seamed to be convinced, and left the 
country without t^dkmg any steps to be 
introduced at Belle-^Vue. 

But mBetfaig tne frequently at Lord 
^s,i he Tcw^wed his intetttions, m& 

a3si- 
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was perfectly acqudnted with the cha- 
racter of Mrs. Benson, and traced with 
an atteiftive eye my progress to nrin. 

** It is -useless to dwell on the jnany 
persecutions ytni sufieredj your un- 
shaten tonstancy and fortitude asto- 
nished me. Sir ^William grew impa- 
tieint, and pressed me to use every ar- 
gument to bring you (as he termed it) 
to a sense of your duty. 

" I blush to think that interest pre- 
'vailed over parental tdFection, and trust- 
ing to the natural mildness of your dis- 
position, I had no doubt of prevailing on 
you to marry Sir Waiiam. I little knew 
the strength of my Emma's mind, ot 

the 
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the resolution she was capable of main*- 
taining in a just cause. 

" At length Sir "William was so unge- 
nerous as to insist on my using force; 
This touched me to the quick, and I an- 
swered with asperity, that I had already 
gone too far to oblige him, and that if 
he had the least generosity he would 
long since have desisted from urging me 
to render my child miserable, 

" He retorted in a manner that roused 
every spark of pride ; high words en- 
sued, and he left the house in a rage, 
vowing vengeance against me. 

*^ My ruin was now inevitable : I 
could not prevail on myself to inform 

you 
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you of my situation. Stung with ^ 
morse, and 2tlmost deprived of my rea- 
son, I resolved to send .you to accmvent 
till I could retrieve my affairs. Never 
shall I fo.rget your behaviour in the try- 
ing- moment of separation, nor the 
ready acquiescence you paid to my com- 
mands. . . 

*^ The instant you were gone l s;ave 
loose to my feelings, dnd for some days 
I was incapable of taking the , n^ecessary 
steps for repaying Sir William, > which I 
determined to do immediately. My 
faithful James's kind attentions in sQipe 
measure calmed the agjitation of/ f^y 
mind,, and in- about a week I was sujS- 
ciently composed to proceed to business. 

yoi,.!^ E Isold 
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I sold Belle-Vue, my plate, furniture, 
and even your mother's jewels, by 
which I obtained the sum of seven thou- 
sand pounds and upwards. I sent nfy 
attorney to Sir Williahi, and psud'the 
lx)nd with interest; I likewise dis- 
charged the debts due to iny tradesr- 
men, and dismissed all my servants ex- 
cepting James, who would not leave 
me« 



" On finally settling my affairs,! found 
I had only twelve hundred pounds left, 
which I placed in the bank, and resolved, 
after paying your pension and the very 
small stipend I allowed you for clothes 
* and other expensives, to let it accumu- 
late for your benefit 

" I retired 
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** i retired on my half pay to a cottage 
with a few acres of land, situated near 
Conway. I furnished it in the plainest 
manner ; my only attendants were 
James, and a strong Welch girl to do 
the household work, attend our little 
dairy, feed the poultry and pigs. James 
cukivated our little garden. 

'^ Deprived by my folly of the so- 
ciety of my dearest Emma, I continued 
to drag on life, till my late relative made 
inquiries after me, and sent for me j the 
result of which you are already ac* 
quainted with. Believe me I was not 
the inattentive parent I seemed : the 
good Lady Abbess under whose pro- 
tection I placed you had been in thie 
early part . of life your mother's most 

' fi2 inti- 
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Ultimate fiiend ; by Her I '■w^ mintitely 
informed of every "cifcufaisttoce relative 
to you, and h^ the jifeastire of hearing 
you had regained yotir spirits, that yotir 
health was gobd, and that you appeared 
happy. Let me hope you will parddii 
my past conduct ; impute it, my dear 
child, to the weakness of huiiian na«. 
ture." 

Emma embraced her father, and as- 
^red him she was too sensible of her 
present felicity ever to bestow a diought 
bn the past. 

At this moment James entered, and 
giving his master a significant look, 

# - 

daid— 

« 

" Please 
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" Pkase your Honour, Mr. Sewafd 
is arrived." 

The General turned to Emma, say- 
ing— 

^^ I have some business which will en- 
gage me till dinner j I shall then intro- 
duce Mr. Seward, my agent, to you, 
whom you have often heard me men- 
tion, and frequently seen when a child : 
in the mean time I wish you to examine 
my household, and make what addi- 
tions you think necessary ;* I have pre- 
pared them to receive your orders, and 
henceforth to consider you as the mis- 
tress of this mansion. Johnson the 
house steward, and Ward, will give you 
every information you may require." 

]t 3 Emma 
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Emma instantly retired, saying he 
should be obeyed. The General told 
James to present his compliments to Mr. 
Seward, and say he wished to see him 
in the library. 

" Ah, Sir,*' cried James, (no longer 
able to contain himself,) he brings rare 
good news ; Mr. Millward is found, and 
\vill be at Upton Hall in a few days, nay 
in a few hoiirs, if your Honour approves 
of it.** — (He was going on expressing 
his joy, but suddenly correcting himself, 
S2ud) — " I hope your Honour will par- 
don me, for I dare say you are as impa- 
tient as myself to know all about it. 
\ will run directly and deliver your mes- 
sage.** 

Without 
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Without waiting for an answer, 
James flew to Mr. Seward 

t " Come, Sir, come with me; the 
coast is clear J Madam Emma has left 
his Honour, who waits for you in the 
library/' . 

• - ■ * 

i The General was sincerely glad to 
see Mr. Seward ; and, shaking him by 
the hand, said—- 

* . - ' 

» I .- ■ a 

. ^^ *' I am heartily rejoiced to see you^ 
my old friend ; it is many years since 
we met: accept my best thanks for 
yourT,eadiness to oblige me, and for the 
trouble you have taken in travelling so 
many miles to be the bearer of good 
news i for I gathered enough from 

£ 4 James's 
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James's exckmatioixs o£ joy to find that 
you have succeeded in tracing my dear 
Henry." 

I 

Mr*. Seward assured the Gsnerd, that 
the i^easure of meeting was reciprocal i 
and most sincerely congratulated hittl 
oh his accession of fortune, and on 
having: received his daughter s^e^ ind 
Qiice more enjoying her sodety^ A£ber 
a few more complimeftts,. Mf^ Sewaitd 
informed the General, that on receiving 
hi^ letter he went inunediatGiy tjo itr. 
VBSiwird*^ zg<^tk%y where he heard thai: 
he had been arrived . in England aboiit 
six months, and after settling his afl^ir?, 
^^t. off on a visit to hi& friend Mr, Std- 
'watd, who had been married Bome 
y^ars, k&A settled near Milfbrd Haven. 
^'- • • . - ' ' « As' 
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** As I happened to be at leisure,*'' 
continued Mr. Seward, *' I thought 
the beist way of executing your commis- 
sion was to deKver your explanatory 
letter to himself. Accordingly I set off, 
and reached Milford Haven on the even- 
ing of the third day. I found Mr. Ste- 
ward's estate was afcout three miles oS. 
After breakfast the next morning, just 
as I had ordered my chaise, two gentler- 
men wkh servant? stopt at the inli 
(which was. the post-office) to inquire 
for fetters. 1 instantly recollected Mr. 
Millward, who, excepting a more manly 
appearance, was very little altered. I 
stept out, and calling him by his name, 
asked if he remembered an old friends 
He looked at me foi: a. moment, and 

• ~ - - ^ 

%.& 'Is 



\ 
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* Is it possible^ 

" Dismounted, and shaldng me by 
the hand, assured me this unexpected 
meeting gave him great pleasure. I 
told him, though unknown to Mr. Ste- 
ward, I was going to take the liberty 
of calling on him at Croft Lodge, as I 
had some intelligence that I flattered 
myself would ^ve him pleasure. I re- 
quested they would favour me with 
their company for an hour. They con- 
sented. Mr. Steward politely said, he 
hoped I would give hini the pleasure of 
my company as long as I repained in 
that part of the country. I thanked 
him, and said I should avail myself of 
his kind invitation, but I proposed set- 
ting off for London the next day. I 

then 
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then told Mr. AGllward that I came 
from a very great friend of his, and had 
a pa9i3\iet for him. On presenting it, 
he looked at the subscription, and 
changed colour. 

. * Am I awake ?' cried he ; does Xre- 
neral Roberts remember there is such a 
|}eing as myself in existence ?'-^(Then 
recovering, he said) — ^ May I ask how 
Lady Maynard is ? i§ she well, and 
happy ?' 

*' I told him, I had not the honour of 
knowing her Ladyship. He was much 
agitated, and said — 

f Not know Lady Maynard, the 
daughter of General Robe]Ct;s !' 

E 6 « I an. 



** I answered, Wfiss Robei^s is stUl 
unmarried. She rufused Sir WBHatn, 
^b in the course of a few montla was 
united to another lady. Never was 
astonishment equal to his. Open the 
letter, my dea^f Sir, the contents will 
unravel the mystery : as it wiB take a 
considerable time , to read the' detattl; if 
Mn Steward wffl give me J\ii compiaWy, t 
will take a view of the beautifes of the 
surrounding country. Mr. Steward ac- 
quiesced; and after a delightful .Walk,- 
we returned to the inn, just as Mr.. Mill? 
^rd had finished your narrative.*' 

* Congratulate me. Steward,' cried he, 
* my Enuna never Was false ; she will 
rt& be -mine. CBi ! what years of un- 
happiness had hcfen -saved, had the Ge- 
neral 
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neral thought me woithy^ of his confi* 
dence. His story has affected me gready^ 
you must read it, my friend, I have 
46af^rie to communicate it to you. How 
much am I obliged, Mr. Seward^ by 
your taking this journey. Ah ! had I 
known the General's misfortunes, had 
I known the persecutions my Emma 
suffered for my sake ! How could I for 
a moment doubt her constancy! how 
much have I injured that angelic wq» 
man.^ 



4C 



Afr. Steward and D3yself sincerely 
partook of his joy. It was somb time 
before he was perfectly coifaposed. . Mr. 
Steward proposed our setting out fcir 
Croft Lpci^e, as it was near his dinner 
hour ^ and he feared Mrs* Steward would 

be 
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* 

be alarmed at their long absence, having 
only designed to take a short ride, and 

« # 

his horse was rather unruly. As Henry 
had many questions to ask^ we agreed 
to go in my chaise, and send the ser- 
vants and horses before us. 

" On our arrival I was introduce to 
Mrs. Steward, who is a, very accom- 
plished and amiable woman, and though 
not a perfect beauty, is truly plesising 
and interesting. After a dinner served 
with elegance and in the true style of 
Welch hospitality, three fine boys and 
a lovely little ^rl made their appear- 
ance. Though I am an old bachelor, J 
found much pleasure in contemplating 
this scene of cohjugal felicity, and re- 
gretted I could not accept their kind 

invita- 
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invitatioh of passing a few weeks with 
them. 



J' • 



" The house, the pleasure-grounds, be- 
spoke the taste of the owners, and their 

I , , ■ 

well-regulated household ; and the hap- 
piness that beamed in the countenances 
of their tenants and the cottagers, im- 
pressed me with the highest opinion of 
their character. 

** Mr. Millward was all impatience to 
commence his journey ; it wsw settled 
we should set out in two days. We 
travelled with expedition, but were de- 
tained by business a week in London. 

" We arrived at last night. I 

left Mr. MiUward at the inntSi he re- 
ceives 
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ceives your otdiiexsy as he £4 ^^ know 
whether Miss Roberts was arrived from 
France, or if you had prepared her for 
the interview^** 

It was agreed that the General shQuld 
in the course of the afternoon mform. 
Esima of every particular. 



>:'j 



The- dinner bell renipded ttejp, it 
was time to dress, wliich they soon dis- 
patched, and joined. £mi}[ia;in the draw- 
ing-rooi;n, who welcomed Mr, Seward 
wkh politeness as her Other's friend. 
Sche was in good spirits, and the General 
uncommonly cheerful.. 

Tho conversation during dinner turn- 
ed on news and politics*. As soon as> 

the 
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the' desert was placed on the table and 
the servants withdrawn^ the General 
said — ; 

^c M^ dearest Emma, I trust I yet 
4iav« k in my power to reoompehse you 
for your p^t sufferings, and reader you 
h^PBK Say, my chiU^ ia not Henry 
still dear to you ? My worthy friend 
brings good^news relative to him/* 

4 

Emnfa was con£u9(^ b^t re<^verin£ 
li^rsdlf quickly, said— r 

^ It would indeed m^ me happy to 
hear of Henry. I do not; wish to dis- 
semltfe; he retains the same place in my 
iifiS^i(X|$ he ever ^d; but the years 
that have elapsed since we j:pet, the va- 

■: .. I rioUS 
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nous scenes he has been engaged in, 
and, above all, the ill opinion he must 
have entertained of my conduct towards 
him, which certainly appeared in the 
light of a most finished coquet, with 
which idea he left; En^and; I cannot 
therefore flatter myself that I am still 
remembered by him, at least with any 
degtee of esteem^'* 



< .• • ^ 



** Then, Madam," replied Mr. Se- 
ward, •* you wrong him : whatever ill 
imp):'essions your supposed - maifriage 
with Sir William Maynard might occa- 
sion are ehtirely done away ; he knbws 
yoii are still Miss Roberts, and cmly 
waits yours and the GeneraTd permisBion 
to convince you that his a£fection is iiot 
the least abated" 

Enuna 
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Emma desired to be informed of par- 
ticulars : Mr. Seward briefly related 
them. She heard him with visible agi- 
tation ; as -soon as she was sufficiently 
composed, she turned to her father and 
said — 

" You have indeed, my dear Sir, 
rendered my felicity complete. Where 
is Henry? Do send for him inmiedi- 
ately, I am not collected enough at pre- 
sent to write, will you send a few lines 
to him?'' 

The General raqg for his writing ma- 
terials, and ordered a groom to be in 
readiness to set off for ^ In less 

than a quarter of an hour the note was 

ready i 



_ ; 
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ready ; it merely contained a request to 
see him at Upton Hall as soon as pos-* 
sible^ where he was most anxiously ex* 
pected* 






i : 
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CHAP. m. 



We wDl leave the trio to amuse them- 

I 

selves in surveying the beautiful grounds 
of Upton, and follow the messenger to 

the inn at , where Mr. Millward 

was counting the minutes till his arrival. 
He had fallen into a retrospection of his 
past life, which it may not be improper 
to give the Reader a sketch of. 



He 



^ 
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He was the orphan son of a Lieutenant 
in the same regiment as General Ro- 
berts, between whom a Mendship sub- 
sisted that had commenced. at a very 
early period of their lives. 

He lost his mother while an infant, 
and his surviving parent was mortally 
wounded at tie battle of——, and only 
lived long enough to entreat the Gene- 
nd's protection for his darling boy, and 
that he would be the guardian of his 
litde fortune. The General promised 
to be a father in every respect to the 
young Henry, who had just entered his 
tenth year. 

« Mrs. Roberts," said he, " will re- 
1 ceive 



95 

ceive him as a son, and my little Emma 
will love him as a brother.'* 

These assurances rendered the closing 
' scene. of the Lieutenant's life calm, and 
he resigned his breath in the arms of 
his friend with that resignation and 
composure that ever attends a life well 
spent* 

. The General severely felt his loss : he 
had himself received a wound in the 
same engagement in his hip, which con- 
fined him some months. As soon as. he 
could bear the journey and voyage, 
he returned to En^nd for better ad- 
• vice. 



« . . ' 



Mrs. 



9* 

Mrs. Rd)erts met him at Portsmoutlu 
They travelled by easy stages to Londcm. 
The wound was soon healed? and he 
recovered his fatalth ; but a lameness 
and contraction' which could npt be re- 
mold ol:^ed him to quit the^servke on 
half pay. He retired with his fsunily to 
BeHe-Vue. 



•f ■ 



Henry was sent to Eton, where he 
continued tiO he was sixteen; he was 
then removed to Oxford, as the Geae- 
ral determined to give him a liberal edu< 
cation. He was ^ fine manly boy^. of 
uncommon abilities, and possessed a 
most excellent heart, ^ and great sweet* 
ness of temper. He loved the General 
and Mrs. Roberts as his parents ; and to 

Emma 



V . 
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Emma he was united by the istrictest 
bonds erf brotherly affection, which in- 
creased Mdth his .years, and at length 
ripened into love. 

"• ' ■ ' .> 

: Never were a family more happy ' in 
each other. Both the General and Mrs.> 
Roberts saw with pleasure the growing 
attachment between their daughter and 
Henry. Often would the General,, 
when conversing qn the subject after 
the young ft>lks were retired, dwell with 
pleasure on the ftiture prospect of seeing 
them- united. 

" Emma," he would say, " will have 

St fortune sufficient to render the mar- 

T}^ State comfortable, and to provide, 

for a ypung family j and Henry's little 

. VOL. I. F fortune 
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fortime is daily improving, as I take care 
that liis expenses do not amonnt to 
more thsufi two thirds of the interest. 
Henry is much devoted to literature, 
has a taste for music and drawing, and 
a great turn for a^picolture ; widi these 
endowments, my wish is to seeinmast 
independent country '^ntleman, and 
hope :he will one day become a senator 
of these realms, and a si;^orter of our 
glorious constitution* Our dear Enuna 
promises to fulfil our most sanguine 
ecKpectations, nor <an we bestow her on 
one more worthy of her in every re- 
spect." 

Mrs. Roberts listened 'vi4th pleasure 
to these arnmgements, which a few 
years, she thought, wouB reafise. Had 

it 
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k|)lea8ed Heaven to have spared the life 
of this truly amial^ wom^m, aU would 
have been settled according to the Go^ 
neral's plan : nor had he the le^t idea 
of altering his intentions in Henry'^s fa* 
vour, till unfortunately business called 
him to London, where he fell uito the 
snare of the unprincipled Mrs. Benson, 
who not only (as has been already re- 
lated) juined his foirtune, but ^ntirdy 
d^Ktted his project, ^d rendered two 
persons formed for the happiness of 
each other completely miserable iox 
many years. 

We left Mr, Millwar^ ruminating on 
j>ast events, which he continued till he 
SfSk into a most profound reverie. The 

F 2 arrival 



\ 



100 

arrival of the messenger from Upton 
Hall roused him completely : he had no 
sooner received the pleasing summons, 
than he ordered his servants to get ready 
his chdse immediately, and in less than 
two hours he was in sight of the place 
which contained the object of his un- 
abated affection. 

James was on the look out, and no 
sooner saw the groom enter the psu*k^ 

than he began capering for joy; and 
exclaiming— 

" Here comes Mr. Millward !" ran 
to meet him. 

He received the hearty, though rottgh 

welcome 
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tirdcome of the honest fellow, with 
real pleasure ; and returned the shake 
of the hand with great cordiality. 

. The party ^t the Hall were just re- 
turned from their walk, and were talong 
tea and coffee in the. drawing-room, 
which being towards the garden, they 
<Jid not hear the carriage, or know of 
Mr. Millward's arrival, till James opened 
the door, and instead of announcing 
him, cried— 

** Walk in, Sir, pray walk in.'* 

The General, who was standing at 
the window pointing out a beautiful 
statue to Mr. Seward, turned suddenly 

F 3 round. 
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round, and in a: molRent Mr. MiUward 
"wds in his anns. 

The scene that Followed was interest- 
ing, the meeting of Henry and Emma 
truly a£fecting. It was a QOhsiderabte 
time befeiti$ tlM pxttm werd adafi 
enough' t& enter inCO' coMrVersaitioni '^ tarn- 
lual and heartfeh ^ongratulallom thtfi 
passed^ after which the Genevsd adt 

dr^sed Mb. Mltrard as feflown: 

\ 

" I hope, my ever dear Henry, we 
ate fridtids ; and thai: ydu §iMhi as 
much to pity as to condemn ia my con- 
duett towards you and my dearest Emma. 
Befieve me I have severely paid for my 
folly ^ not cain I ever forgive mysetf for 

the 
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the train of misery it occasi(m€id Hea- 
ven has at lengthr put it in my power 
to atone for the past : I am blessed with 
an immense fortune,: whidi I prize only 
as the means ta insure the h2^)piness e^ 
others : my Benry wd my Emma have 
the foremost claims on me: you both 
are past the age of romaacei but are 
skill young enough ta enjoy many years 
^ felicky: receive from my hand., 
Heiury, Heaven's^ best gi£Cr^^ virtuous, 
an accomplished and truly estin^^Ue 
woman. May the all- wise Dispenser of 
good and evU shower down blessing on 
my children ! may thdbr lives pass se- 
renely on,* blessed in each other, and 
blessing all around them ! long, very 
long may they enjoy every happiness 
this transitory world can bestow !'• 

f4 Henry 
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Henry pressed Emma to Ms heart, 

r 

who did not attempt to disguise the 
feelings of hers ; it beat in unison with 
his own. They both expressed their 
warmest acknowledgments to the good 
old General. Henry said— 

^^ You have, Sir, amply repaid us for 
our • past sufferings j be it our care to 
evince the jgratitude we feel,, by every 
attention to your wishes that filial affec* 
tion can suggest.*' 






' Mr. SfeWard ^shed Henry and Enm«i 
joy ; they thanked the worthy man fbt 
the interest he had ts^en in their wel- 
'£ire. - -•■ ' ''•*-'^- -=- '" *^' 

- '• • -r*.'* • - • • tr T- •." i 

The 
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The General proposed waving all 
business till the next day. 

r 

** Then," said he, « I will settle 
every thing relative to your marriage. 
Let us devote this evening to domestic 
enjoyments j it is some years since I 
have felt peace of mind, or any. relish 
fqr society .*' 



The General^s spirits were exhila- 
rated ; Mr. Millward's wound up to the 
highest pitch. The conversation after 

some time turned on Mr. Millward's 

« 

afikirs : he. amused them -with several 
pleasant anecdotes. 



I' 

V. * 



" As to adventures/', said he^ " I 
have none to relate. I was well received 

»5' by 
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1^ th^ Covisrfior o£ Madras, ^iid by all 
the prindpal people in tf&ce. I had the 
happiness of pleasing my patron, who 
"Wzi the tnost worthy of htimati be- 

** t rosevcsry tapidly : the post I held 
was fufex«itre j at the end of pine years 
X found myself master of upwards of 
sixty thousand pounds, which I had at-» 
taiiied with honour* 

** On twy feaving finglattd, I had »* 
solved itevefr to retom to it, ndr hold 
<:CYr€Spondence ^^th any one, my friend 
Steward excepted ; and 1! made him pr0^ 
mise never to mention^any thing relative^ 
to past Occurrences/ 

% 

^ Had 
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^ H^ I known^ General^ that it was 
through the interest of Sir WMam Majr^ 
nard that I obtained mjr situation^ i cer- 
tainly wcHild not have accfipfed k, 
but I thought I was otdiged for it to aa 
old fiiend of my fither. 

^ Mr. Steward pressed me to r^t*m 
to En^and, and purchase an estate near 
him. He described in glowing colowis 
the beaxity of the sutuation^ and the biq^ 
pineas he shonld e^i^ierieiiCe in xny f(K 
dety: he added» tibat Bfo^ Stei^f^ard 
would unite hex cares to r^x^im V»^ 
happy. 



^ M^feogtb I complied with hisxepaat- 
•dioisatadow^; and having tettled my 

f6 afiairs. 
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iaffidts in* InUia, ' and remitted Af for- 
tune to ^'ageht,'! emlxu:ked'£c>r my 
native country. Little did I. iinj^ine 
t&e i£slidty: that awaited me^ / On my 
anvhl, I.made a short stay in London, 
and set out for Wales, where I had the 
pleasure of embracing my early friend, 
•tehom I found united-to one of the best 
'^f women, and surrounded by a family 
^of lovely children: the eldest is my 
'g(klson^- and one of the finest boys I 
ever saw : he and his two brothers are 
^educated under the eye- of their father : 
•'the gitl4S still an infant/ ::;. 

■• » 

** Here I was witness to conjugal fe- 
" lidty in the highest de^ee ;.:and>didtigh 
^^iviu»ndY jejoiced in the^ Ai^Acfft ^ of 

i - : my 



109 

my . friend, a d^ would sometimes 
, escape, me when I thought of the trear 
:sure I had lost. 






Mr. and Mrs. Steward did 'every 
^thing^in their power tb amuse me, and 
I passed six months with more tran* 
quillity than I had experienced since I 
left Belle-Vue. 

*^ The morning I unexpectedly n^et 
Mr. Seward, I was going to: look at an 
estate about four miles from Crdft 
Lodge, which! had some thoughts of 
/purchasing. This day has obliterated 
all my past troubles, and made me the 
happiest of men,*' 



r 



. »* • • . • .» . ^ I * 
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t%6 General proposed ponmg tb? 
lime tffl sQ;^)er in die muaic-rooin, 
which like the lest of the apartpientt. 
was fitted up in the most elegant style i 
the varioas. instryments, were in the best 
order, and Bndf tonedf ; the oeiling 
was omzanented Mrith embbanaticad der 
vices, and different muacal instruments^ 
at the upper end a bow window com* 
manded an extensive prospect termi- 
nated by hiOs^ which appeared cultivated 
to the top ; in a niche on one side stood 
the ApoUb of Bdvidere, and on the other 
St. Cedlia piayiag on the harp, both 
iinely executed by an eminent Itaihok 
artist. 

Mr. MiBward was an enthusiast in mu- 
sic^. 



Ill 

f&Cj and t eomplete ttM/^t ai the sdence 
bodi in theory and practice, ;uad paitiasK 
hAf exceBed on the vic^. He h^ 
Emma to the harpsichord^ and pladng 
some charming Scotch music before her,, 
accompanied heron the violin. Emma's 
voice was perfectly adapted to the plain- 
tive: she sang with exquisite taste 
several beautiful Scotch airs : Mr- IVCII- 
ward joined her in a fivourite Italian 
duet, rather applicable to their situation^ 
never had they sang in so masterly a 
style, it was in unison with their feeU 
ings, the room too so well suited to the 
voice. The General and Mr. Seward 
were delighted, and desired a repetition^ 
with which the concert concluded. A9 
thebdlannfiunced) su|^^ was served ; 

the 



itlie hskppy^ pm enjoyed the repast ; nor 
did they think ;of ^paratiiig tijl nearly 
^^SCOrhoursJiajt^r.th^ tj^^ Gejaeral's usual 
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GHAP. IV. 



Sleep was for soxbe hours banished 
from £mma^ she lay ruminating on the 
occurrences which had passed in such 
rapid sucdession, and the strange altera-* 
tiona few.wfeeks had brought about« 
At length she fell into a slumber^ from 
which, i^et was awoke at an early howr 
by the melody of the birds. 
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A^ soon as she was dressed, she in* 
tended ta pass an hour or two in the 
library ; but from her window perceiv- 
ing Mr. Millward in' the garden, she in- 
stantly joined him : after the compli* 
ments of the morning, they entered into 
an interesting conversation. He found 
his Emma as beautiful as* ever ; her per- 
son rather improved; and her mind, 
though' well cultivated at the period of 
fbik. sejKMraidon,^ hsdi leceimd a& ^iddi-^ 
tinn^ polids &Qnr time^ and die uisdroci 
t^OM audi atteutiosis of tihw gocid Lodjr 
jftMbesB. He left hev a n«r lovely and 
amiable giri^ and £Dund her ap elagant^ 
&8ciiiating, accomf&hed woman : she 
lkad|us€ coiiq>leCed het twenty-ecEventli 
yev. 

Henry 
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HsAiy waf nesr thirty ^ ia vras fi»tif 
fernled, rsuher ab(x?e die midtOe aca^ 
ttuty an animate CDttfiCmance, and ine 
expf^^ eyes : fais nmd wa& the ant 
o(f every virtue^ and be possessed a npe- 
nor uBderstandingf abd the most t» 
faed vttnnecs* 

Thef strcfled ot^ port df Ift6 
grounds : a serpentine waft:: kd them 
to a grove of aromatic shrubs, wbidi 
conceadtd an degant Chnie» tjamj^^, 
fittedup and adoned wk& adi the hiativy 
M the Ectftr h was bmig fcnmd tridi 
fttctures^ of stained giass, descripd'fie of ^ 
the diSef em pahcei^ amusexMents, and ^ 
remarksMe placed in and^near Fekin. 
The tables, chairs, and so£is were bam* , 
boo } the latter had fine chintz cushions 

trinuned 
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trimmed with light green silk fringe, 
the curtains of the same texture^ iElolian 
harps were placed. round the texp]^^; 
and an aviary filled with .various singing 
birds stood near^ but concealed from 
fldght: from: the. .front a foaming cais^ 
cade was seen at a distance.; the back 
and side views were wildly luxuriant. 
•JTkis charming retreat seeined the work 
of^nchsuitment. 






Mr. Millward and Emma were captir 
vated ; but liad onljijr tixrie to take a 
rhwty sur wy of it j ; a» it wastiev tjie 
rbre^^kfest hour* On thfe. lawn they niet 
Mr. Seward conoiii^g in. search of them, 
as the Geoeital was' rath^ tmpAtieat for 
4ui(breakfes$,^ . - . :• ^ ' ,, r - 
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* ** Gome, Emma," ' said he, as soon 
as he had embraced her, *^ do ^e us 
some tea, Mr. Seward and myself are 
half famished ; do you know it is past 
nine o'clock ? but I excuse you, as you 
must have much to say to each other; 
Henry, give me your hand, once more 
welcome to Upton Hall ; soon shall ybu 
be master of it and its domains. I have 
not been idle this morning; Mr. Se^ 
ward has taken my directions, and will 
set out next week for London to for- 
ward the settlements. I have dispatched 
a note to the rectory requesting the fa- 
vour of Mr. and Mrs. Montague*s com- 
pany to dinner, as I long to introduce 
those worthy people to you. The Red- 
tor is one of the greatest orilattieiitis of 
the church, and I am certain you win 




be pleased with Mrs. Montague. When 
we have dispatched break&at, we will 
proceed to business/* 

« As soon as they Jiad finished their 
repast, the General led the way to the 
library* He directly entered oa the 
subject nearest his heart : he be^m by 
sapng he wished the marriage to take 
place as soon as a decent time had 
cbpsed from the death of his much re- 
gretted relative. 

^^ It is now nine weeks since that 
event, in less than a month I intend to 
change mourning ; and I think at that 
period, my beloved children, your nup- 
^als may be celebrated in a private maiw 
Aer» without the ieast disrespect to the 

memory 
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memory of the deceased. It is now ne* 
cessaiyto enter on tny future arrange* 
ments, which, I trust, you. will both 
approve* The rent roll of the estate, 
at present a dear len thousand pounds a 
year, and still improving without any 
oppression to the tenants, I m^m to 
res^ to you, my children. The perso* 
tvdy which amounts to upwards of four* 
score thousand, part of which is in th^ 
fimds, and the rest out on good mort- 
gages at a legal interest, I ^lall keep in 
my own hands, and hope to live to por«> 
lion the yoimger bnmdies of your fy^ 
mily^" 

Mr. Mifiward and Miss J^oberts ex^ 
pressed cfadr thanks in the warmest 

terms I 
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terms ; at the same time joined in wish-* 
ing the General to retsdn the estate. 

" Hear," re|^ed the General, *' the 
rest of my proposdtions : I mean to re-- 
ade with you during my life : my esta- 
blishment will not be large; my£uthful 
James, my valet (who is an excellent 
young man, and had vlived four years 
with my late cousin), a coachman, a pos- 
tillion, a footman, groom, and Welch 
Betty, who is an exceeding good nurse, 
and much attached to me ; James and 
she have long been sweethearts, I would 
settle them in a farm, but they will not 
leave me ; I therefore intend to have a 
double wedding, and shall provide for 
them at my death. I need not recom^ 

mend 
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mend to you to adhere strictly to all the 
plans of the late owner of the estate, of 
which I will give you a list : one altera- 
. tion will 1b)e necessary fok our comfort, 
{which is jin regard to thd privilege al- 
lowed strangers of viewing the Hall and 
pleasure grounds ; I think it <should be 
confined to one day in the week during 
the summer season ; I would wish you 
on that day to keep an open table. The 
charitable institutions have sufficient 
funds appropriated to their use, of 
which the good Rector has the manage- 
ment.". 

Henry and Emma assured the General 
that it should be the chief study of their 
lives to conform to his wishes in every 
respect, and to follow, if possible, the 

voLti. G steps 
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st^ of the late Mr. Roberts. Henry 
asked the General what jointure . he 
should setde on his dearest Emma-^ 

^^ Any present settlement is needless, 
as she will ever have nay whole fortum^ 
at command ; I cannot say I approve of 
separate interests between man and 
wife ; but I beg, Sir, you will name the 
dower/' 

The Goieral mentioned four thou^ 
sand a year, which to^ instantly agreed 
to. Henry said— 

" I wish. Sir, to consult you and Mr. 
Seward in regard to the disposal of my 
fHToperty; it consists in India bonds, 
and^afaouL ten thousand pounds m my 

banker's 
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banker^s hands, t mentioned my inten- 
tion of purchasing an estate in Wales, 
where 1 determined to set down the rest 
f^ my life a churlish old bachdor ; tnat 
my better stars prevailed, and I have 
now before me the pleasing prospect of 
every social enjoyment and domestic 
bliss/'. 

It was agreed that Mr. IVCHward 
should purchase land as near Upton as 
possible, and divide it in small farms. 

" There is," said the General, ** a 
large tract of land to be sold within a 
few miles of us, vdiich only wants culti- 
vation to render it very profitaWe ; yoti 

# 

and Mr. Seward can ride over to-mor- . 
row and look at it.** 

k 

G« These 
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^,. These aflSiirs being settled, they ad- 
journed to the toilette; the duties of 
lyhichf were scarcely finished when Mtp 
?pd MrSf. Montague arrived, with wh9nnf 
it ix^j not be amiss to bring the Reader 
•acquainted. 



-■ . V ■ 



Mr. Montague was descended from a 
good family, of which his father was 
the younger branch. He was, educated 
at Eton, where Mr. Roberts and he con^ 
tracted a friendship which always sub- 
sisted : they regularly corresponded. 

. On the death of Mr. Montague, Mr, 
Roberts took the youngest son, Edward, 
14s nam/esake and godson, entirely under 
his protection, and, with the boy's con- . 
sent, educated him for the church. 

Edward 
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Edward made a rapid improvement 
in his studies both at school and college, 
where his philanthropy of disposition, 
his goodness of heart, apd rectitude of 
conduct, gained him the- approbation 
and respect of all that knew him. 

• / 

As fioon as he was a proper age he 
entered into orders, and was presented 
by Mr. Roberts to thfe living of Upton, 
which he had enjoyed near thirty yearsi' 
twenty of which he had been married to 
Mrs. Montague^ who brought him aj 
good fortune ; but that -in his eyes was . 
of small estimation, compared to her in*- : 
trinsic merit } she was every way w6r.»^^ 
thy of bding the partner of his heart. ' i 

g3 They 
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They had had a large family, but 
Heaven thought fit to deprive them of 
all but two : the eldest, Edward^ just 
turned of nineteen, was at Oxford, as he 
had chosen the church : the youngest, 
Louisa, was in her fifth year. Sudk 
was the family of this truly worthy 
xxmu 

The General mtrbduced Mr. and Mr«» 
Mcostague to Mr» Seward, his daughter, 
and his intended aon4ii[4aw, who con* 
gratobcted themsdvesr on this agiree;^)Ie 
addittGoi to their s6ciety. Before din« 
nerwaa ended sdl restraint was banished; 
and; when Mrs. Montague and YxtaoA 
retired to the drawii^-room, they con- 
versed on the footing of old acquaint- 

ance. 
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ance. Emiha expressed a wish to see 
her little Louisa, and hoped in future 
she would wave all ceremony and bring 
the childy which Mrs^ Montague pro- 



** And I expect," said she, ** I KhaK 
be favoured with Miss Roberts's com- 
pany ofiten at the Rectory, which was 
fitted up by our late worthy patron 
with his accustomed liberality and 

Emma assured her she should be 
happy in taking every opportunity of 
improving an acquaintance which she 
already f ek woukl be a great acquisi- 
tioA» 

6 4 The 
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The gentlemen now joined them- 
After tea Mr. Montague said — 

" The evening is remarkably fine; 
will yolt take a stroll to the hermitage, 
and give me leave to introduce you to 
the hermit?** # 

They all agreed they should like the 
excursion exceedingly. Emma feared 
it would be too far for her, father. The 
General told her he would not be left 
out of the party, as James should drive 
him in a garden chair. . 

« 

They had ^ delightfiil walk through, 
the park, ^t the end of which they en-. 
tered a thick wood, through which a 

v^ road 
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rc^d Was ctit that led to the Herihi- 

tags. 



/ * 



A wicker gate and a windiilg gravel 
walk brought them to the door. On 
each side was a green bench, over* which 
honeysuckles arid woodbines formed arf 
arboTJir. On the entrance was the fol^^ 
lowing inscription in black and white, 
written by Mr. Montague's scMfi when 
a youth scarcely thirteen years of 
age: 

Oh, stsanger, welcome to thil^ cs^tn retr^dt $ ' i 
And^ if disposed, I pray thee take a seat. • r - 
If grave reflection does iiKspire thy mind,-. 
Here, quite at ease, a refuge you wijl find ; 
All nature hush'd, except the gentle breeze> 
And little songsters yonder in the trees. 

«5 If 
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If precious tijne wUl not penmt thy stajt 
Then kindly deign to call another day. 
Retirement's joys I wish thee, with content. 
And ail the blessings of a life well spent. 

The venerable laaa recdved them^ 
with great politeness, and wekomed 
them to his cell Mr. Monts^e he. 
Heated as an old £rieni^ the Gaieral 
with great respect, who introduced Mr; 
UCSlwaid and ijnim to hun*. 

They found him a sensible learned 
man, though he appeared to have little 
knowledge o£ the world : he was cheer* 
ful, yet a ^gh often iescaped him ; and 
on the late Mr. Roberts being men- 
tioned, he burst into tears» 



€€ 
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** Foripive n(j^ my friends^ £ot JBtnkU 
ing my sorrows on you ; but they are 
a tribute of gratitude to t&e memory <tf 
the most exalted of human beings. 
Oh, what do I not owe him !*' 

The General begged him to make nO' 
^^k>gy for feelings that did hiso^ ho^ 
nour. To change the subject, Mr. MoH^ 
tague proposed going over the Hermi* 
tagpe : it ccmsisted of the outer room, a ' 
bed-chamber, a small chapel, and a study 
in miniature } the shelves were fiUed 
with the best authors in all languages ^ 
and the whole was fitted' up and fur- 
nished with neatness and simplicity: 
every* convenience and comfort were to 
be found in this little peaceful abode ; 
fhe gasden wsm weB cnkivated and laid 

G 6 out 
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out with peculiar • taste, a profusion of 
fine flowers, and well stored with the 

choicest fruits and vegetables. 

ft 

On their return from viewing the 
garden, they found a table spread with 
fruit, cream, biscuits, and wine. After 
partaking of the hermit's , hospitality, 
they prepared for their departure. 

The General told the hermit, that 
Mr. Millward and his daughter would 
in future be his patrons— 



** And,'^a4ded he, shaking him by 
the hand, " in me you will ever find a 
friend.'' 

Henry and Emma assured him that 

they 



ISS 

* 

I 

they would do e^feif thing to coiitri- 
bute to his ease and comfort. The good 
qld man blessed theitt, ie^xs of gratitude 
rolled down his furrowed cheeks, - ' 

The whole party were affected, and 
much pleased with the interesting her- 
mit ; particularly Emma, whose curio- 
sity was so much excited, that she ap- 
plied to Mr. Montague for information 
relative to him. 

" His story. Madam, is a melancholy 
oilfe ; if it is your wish, I will relate it 
this evening.** 

Emma thanked him, and said she 
ishould daim his promise. 



As 



134 



Ab soon as sujqper was over, Mr^ 
Montague gave the history of the her- 
mit, asw9l be IbiUMl i^ the foUowing 
chapter. 



tu 



CHAP. V. 



Don Carlos be Sevills,^ a Spaiaard 
by birth, at five years of age was placed 
in the' Convent of ■ ■ ^ as he was des^^ 
lined by his parents to be a priest* 
He was never suffered to pass the wallsi 
his father seldom saw him, and when 
he did, made his visit very shc»:t« 

EQs childhood passed happily i he wat 

91 &vourite in the Coi^vent^ nor did h* 

feel 
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fed the want of parental attention ; the 
superior of the Convent proved a father 
and a friend to him. Carlos attained his 
sixteenth year without having" formed 
a wish beyond the walls of the Convent, 
or ever having expressed the least dis- 
like to obey the wiUrof his father. 

About that, period a young nobleman 
became a pensioner in the Convent, 
with whoni he contracted a strong 
friendship. Don ,Cbudius (so he was' 
called) visited Madrid twice a year, and 
on his rerurh constandy related the 
amusements of the capital, and painted 
an intercourse with the world in sudi 
pleasing colours, that Carlos, who was 
of a lively disposition, conceived an ^ 
aversion to a monastic life, which every 

day 
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day grew stronger and stronger ; buf 
fear of offending the superior, made 
him confine his sentiments to his own 
breast, 

\ ■ 

He had not seen either of his parents 
for above two years ; ^ khgth his 
£dither paidliim a visit, wh^ he gkintd 
couraoge, and mentioned the change that 
had ^ taken place in his sentiments, and. 
entreated to be permitted to enter the'- 
arrmy. 

Nothing could exceed the astonisV 
ment of his father, who told him he 
could not comply with his request, as hid 
fortune was not equal to his rank ; that 
his four sisters were destined to take the 

veil ; 
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ve3; and though he practised th^ 
strictest economy, he had scarcely suffi- 
cient to support his eldest brother, who 
had just entered the army. . Young 
Carlos entreated and ' remonstrated in 
vain; his father sternly oAd him he 
must be reconciled to his &te, as it was 
inevitable; and he must ab^ltitely mAet 
on hi$^ novidate in three mcmthsb Ife 
frequently durii^ that time received 
letters from his &ther> representing tQ 
him in the strongest terms the necessity 
of his complying. 

The friars did every thing to indi»:e 
him to accord with their wishes ; and 
the Abbot, to whom he was fondly 
attached, exerted all the influence he 

had 



139 

■ * ' • 

had over Carlos; and, by miidn^ess 
and indulgence, gained his consent. 
Before he was twenty he agreed 
to conunence his novitiate, which 
they took care to render so pleasant, 
that at the appointed time he took 
the rows and habit without any degree 
of rq>ugnance : his parents loaded him 
with'carcsses, and the £nars spoke highly 
in his praise. Six years passed in per- 
feet tranquillity; and if the young friar 
was not happy, he was at least content. / 

Near the Abbey stood a convent of 
nuns, of the order of Ursulines, to which 
Father Edmund (the i^ame he assumed 
when professed) was appointed con* 
fessor. 

Among 
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Among the nuns was a beautiful girl 
of eighteen, who made no secret that 
the vows she had taken were forced. 
Father Ediinund had frequent opportu- 
nities of conversing with sister Isabel, 
and he soon found her beauty the least 
of her attractions : she possessed a great' 
share of wit, and had a peculiar archnes8> 
i^ her manner,, that rendered her c6a«. 
versation irresistably charming. 

A short time convinced them they 
were not formed for a life of seclusion ; 
ajuutual affection took place, and neithfer 
had strength bf mind to resist the im- 
pulse of a passion which . provied their 
rum. 

Fpr some months their conscience was 

•luUed 
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kdled to sleep, and they continued the * 
miilty intercourse ; at length they were 
awakened from their illusion by sister 
Isabel being in a situation that threat'- 
«ied destruction to thetn both. Father 
!Ekimund beheld with horror the fatal 
abyss which opened to receive them, 
aud severely repented^his deviation from 
moral and religious rectitude ; nor wa« 
Isabel less stung by reniorse. 

« 

For some weeks after this discovery 
he was unable to form any plan for their 
escape; at length he. fixed on one- 
Isabel was to feign illness, in order to be 
excused attending niidnight mass, and 
beg not to be disturbed in the morning* 
As soon as the nims were assembled in 
the Chapel she was to contrive to get 

into 
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iuto the garden: Edmund had prcp^ 
viously procured disguises and a rop( 
ladder by the means of a poor man, to 
whom he bad rendered an ^ essential 
service, who was firmly attached to lum^ 
and on whose secrecy he could d^entd. 

TTie coinmunity to which Father Ed^ 
mund belonged retired exactly at ^vm^ 
and did not rise t31 five. As soon as 
he found all quiet, he got over 'the gar- 
den wall, and arrived at the place of 
assignation a little before twelve ; a few 
^nutes after Isabel gave the appointed 
signal. Despair inspired them with 
resolution : he mounted the wafl, and 
flung the ladder over, and Isabd reached 
the top with safety. He received her in 
his arms, and conducted her down. 

Having 
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Having gained the outside of the Con- 
vent, their first step was to assuple the 
disguise of peasants, which Edmund had 
procured, and they hid their habits in 
ft deep ditch. Being equipped, they set 
out oh their pilgrimage. 

It was a fine moon-light night in the 
month of October. fear lent them 
wings ; and for some hours they tra- 
velled without stopping. . 

When morning began to dawn they 
found themselves . at the entrance of a 
large forest, which they entered. Isabel 
being quite exhausted with fatigue and 
anxiety, they determined to seek a place 
of shelter where they might rest them- 
selves. Edmund had provided a small 

basket 
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basket of provisions, containing btead; 
, cold meat, and a couple of bottles of 
Wine. 

"•. ■ - » 
After some difficulty th^ found 9 

convenient place, quite out of the beaten 
path ; here they concluded to pass the 
day. After they had refi'eshed them- 
selves Edmund prevailed on Isabel to 
try to sleep, and promised to watch. 
All remained quiet, and sl^ awoke 
somewhat recovered. 

As soon as the day closed they. pur- 
sued their journey, uncertain of the 
course they were taking, and. dreading' 
being pursued, or falling into the hands 
of banditti. 

The 
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The third xnonimg thef reachedt the 
extremity of the Ibrest, and an open 
country lay before thai^ but they dared 
not venture to pursue their course tili 
n^L Their proVistoi^ were spat^ 
and Isabel's strength etitirely faakd her* 
£(£iiund was scarcely able to support 
himaeli^ yet he endeavcmred to ^ ccmifbrt 
Isabel ; the sufierings she endured both 
in body and miad proved too much for 
her, and brought on thiE^ pains of labour. 
Be£3re night she was {prematurely deU* 

^ • ■ _ 

▼ered of a boy, who only saw the light 
and expired. ^ 

To describe the feelings of Edmund 
is in^possil^ei they were little diprt* 
of madness. The place where these 
unha$)py victinos of their folly lay'con- 

voL. I. H cealed 
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ceailed was within a quarter of a mile of 
die road. In this extremity he heard 
the sound of a carriage and hors» ; 
regardless of the hazard he ran, £& 
called aloud fc»: assistance. Isabel luid 
just strength to say — 

" You have ruined us ?' and Bunted. 

In a few minutes a gentleman and 
three servants approached, who' were 
struck with the horrid scene-^a dead 
infant, a beautiful young woman dying 
in the arn^is of a man who hung over 

her with inexpressible anguish. 

/ 

The stranger ordered one of the 
servants to fetch a cordial from th^ 
chaise, and in the most ccnnpassionate 
* *■ •' acc&nts 

\ 
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accents addressed Edmund, assuring him 
of every aid in his power ; he poured 
some of the cordial down the tUroat of 
Isabel, who just op^ed her eyes, pitessed 
Edmund's hand, implored the mercy of 
offended Heaven, and expired without 
a groan. Edmund rennoined the image 
of despair. 

i I 

Mr. Roberts {for he was the good 
~ Samaritan) was on his road to — — 
where he meant to embark for England. 
He had heard the story of the elc^dnrtttt 
of a friar and ntin, and drcumstaiices 
made him certain he had met with^tltfK 
unfortunate fugitives. Oii the fidfelky 
and discretion of his servants ^he : cduld 
depend. Tharewasnot a miomeni: tb 
be lost, ^ as he knew the strictest search 

H 2 was 
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wat liwhing z&fst ^bencL Tke deadt of 
babd made it eas»r to save Edmvoid, 
vhiBn he begged to oopfirte in Juki as a 



^ Tomratory," saidhS^ ^ you need 
not repeat ;t I already know it." 

Edmund heard not his kind offers; 
hc^waamsessibleto aHaroand him. 

.;. !&|r» Roberts^ ever cc^ected, aodeik- 
^iktd with great presence of moad, de- 
flumjl the servants to cover^ as dec^iUy 
afitpoasible^ the bodies of the uahappy 
Bsother aad diild^ which he assisted m 
:!dQing; and wrapping Edoiimd in a 
large cioak^ he had hkn oonveyed to the 



'■"^^ 



It 



I. 



140 

Ik was near midnighty and they had.ten 
mSes to go to the town of ■ > where 
Mr. Roberts intended to have slept; but 
thinking Edmund would not be safe, 
he pursued his journey, and reached the 
sea port of — — . 

Early the next morning they stopped 
at a small inn. Mr. Roberts sent his 
valet to let the Captsdn of the packet 
know he was arrived and wished to 
speak to him. He was a rough honest- 
hearted sailor ; and when Mr. Roberts 
had made him acquainted with the cir- 
cumstances attending Edmund, he swore 
he would save him, even at the risk of 
his life. They agreed to say that Ed- 
mund was an attendant of Mr. Roberts, 
who had been taken ill on the road, and 

H 3 that 
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that he wished to put him immediately 
under the surgeon's au:e. The Captain 
managed to get him on board the 
packet^ without any suspicion arising* 

The wind being fair, Mr*' Roberts fol- 
lowed in less than two hours, and they 
sailed before evening. The surgeon pro- 
nounced Edmund to be in a most dan- 
gerous way ; a violent fev^ and delirium 
ensued : he raved incessantly of Isabel 
and the child. 

For some days his life was despaired 
of; but youth, a good constitution, the 
skill of the surgeon, and, ^bove all, the 
kind attention of Mr, Roberts, restored 
him to health and to some degree of 
composure; but a settled melancholy 

remained 



remained during, the voyage. They 
landed at Plymouth, after a pleasant and 
quick passage, and directly set.bfffbr 
Upton HaH, from which Mr. Roberts 
had been absent six years. ' It. was at 
this period he turned his thoughts on 
embellishing this ^ charming place, and 
forming plans for the benefit of man- 
kind.. 

. Mr. Roberts found Edmund possessed 
of profound learning, qi^ck parts, and a 
most excellent heart. Mr. Roberts 
poured the balm of comfort into his 
-wounded mind ; for, though he severely 
condenmed the violation of reli^ous 
vows, he sincerely pitied the fete of two 
young people sacrificed to the avarice of 
^eir parents. ' Insensibly he led him to 

h4 return 
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ret^-n to the path of refigion/and oon- 
viticed him, by mild arguments, tha^ 
despair was the most heinous of crimes, 

and ths^ a contrite heart never tm|^red 

/■ • 

in vain at the Throne of Mercy. 

Edmund became ^erene^ nay even 
cheerful ; his heart glowed with grati- 
tude and veneration for his benefactor ; 
he expressed a ^msh for retirement, and 
to devote his life in atoning, by prayer 
and every means in his power, for lus 
past o&nces : he dared not ym any re* 
fi^ous society. 

Mr. ifcoberts suggested the design of 
building an hermitage, where he might 
live fieduded from the world, and prac- 
tise the duties of his religion. Edmund 

'embraced 
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embraci&d the o£^ with jof « The 9pot 
was soon fixed on^ and the hi^mks^ 
finished, and every thing ready for his 
itec^ytion the ensuing sununer*. Mr. 
Roberts insisted oa fa» having a serraat 
to assist him, and settled a hundred a 
year on lain, ta dt^se of as he though 
fit. * 

ft is now £raty years since thb tndy 
penitent, and I may add pious man^ has 
passed the boundaries of his small do- 
main ; he has made physic his study ^ 
and, by his skill, has preserved the lives 
of many of his fellow creatures* The 

country people adore Mm, and he is 

* 

universally respected. About five years 

ago the hermitage was repaired, and the 

. h5 in- 
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inscription pbced on it to grati^my 
son, it being hb first production. ' 

Mc. Montague received tke thanks o£ 
the company for the affecting narratiye. 
Soon after Mr. and Mrs. Montaigne took 
then- leave; Emma having promised to 
pay a visit at the Rectory the following 
morning, and Mr* Montague agreed to 
accompany the ^ntlemen on theii 
excursion. 
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Thx hxtaiy assembled earfy in order 
that the gentlemen might have time to 

r- ' 

survey the intended purchase^ and return. 
to<iinnen 



. I 



Xhuring ' br^ikfast Fanny brouglicc 
Emnxa a packet of letters from the Lady 
Abbess; there was one enclose^ for 
Fanny, who was quite delighted to Kear, 
from her^ leqp^ed friend* On. her 
'^ - »6 leaving 



•■- -A 






sbe strai^^ RKBiUed apeoon, of the 
name of Edirards, who licid an office 
under bim in bdn, to wliooi lie was 



"^ GoodHesvenr 
^ that is Fanny's name.'' 

Before Mr. Ifflhvaid could icpif , the 
General reminded her that she had for- 
got to relate Fanny's story. 

^ I am much interested in the £ite of 
tins little girl, j^ she is a great £ivour* 
ite of unne." 

JEmmasajd riis was ready toperfonn 
her promise^ which qothiag praveated 

but 
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but thdr time having bem entirety ogcu- 
piecL Mr. Millward requested the nar- 
ration might be deferred till his return^ 
as his curiosity was esdted. The 6e- 
neral consented. Emma said sl^ would 
pay her visit to Mrs. Montague, luid pre 
vail on her to return with her, and spend 
the day, enfamilk^ at the HalL 



As soon as the gentlemen set ofl^ 
Roberts perused the Abbess's letter, and 
had the pleasure of finding that exceUent 
woman a^ aH her friends were wdHL 
It ccmtained the wannest expressi^ms of 
friendship and afifection, »k1 great 
anxiety to hear every particular rehtive 
to her future desdny. It cmiduded wjdi 
mquiries after her doling Fanny, V(4iom 
she trusted continued the same artkai 
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iateresdng ^il, and that her 
merited her approbation. 



Emnut answered the kind inquiries o£ 
her revered friend immediately, being 
assured the account g( her present situ- 
atimi and future prospects would con-^ 
fer happiness.. 

Having finished her letter, she sat out 
for the Rectory, at the door of which 
she was met by Mrs. Monts^e, who wet 
corned her with something more than 
politeness— ^thja&ction,andc(mdttcted 
her to the drawing room, which dis^ 
played ek^gance and simplicity combined; 
the whide house was fitted up in the 
same manner. The breakfast-room and 
study particularly attracted the notice 

of 
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of Emma ; the former was hung with 
drawings from nature, highly finished : 
and the latter contained a small but 
valuable collection qf books and manu* 
scripts*. 

Emma inquired for the litde Louisa^ 
who at that instant entered the rooni 
runnmg, and exclaimed— 

^ Oh, my dear mama, I have had, 
such a delightful wallu'' 

She was going on, but perceiving Miss: 
Roberts, she stopped and coloured. 

« 

" Come here, Louisa^" said het 
jaoibia, ^ that is the hdy I promised,. 

if 
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if yoii wiere a gcxiddiiljd, I woukl k^ 
doce you ta** 

Louisa made-a coortesyy and without 
further ceremony jumped in Emma'a 
aitos^ which were extended to receive 
her ; they soon became the best fi:iends 
JmagmaMe, 

l^iliss Roberts found the more she 
conversed with Mrs. Montague, liie 
more she was attached ta her. Accus- 
tomed from her youth to the society of 
persons rather advanced in Ufe ^ she was 
happy to fbod so entertaining and sen- 
!dble a companion ; - and Mrs. Montague 
was equally {deased.with the polished 
manners; the intelligent iweetness of 

coun- 
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countenance, and highly cultivated un- 
derstanding of Miss Roberts* 

After spending an agreeable morning, 
she returned to the Hall, accompanied 
by Mrs. Montague and Louisa, whose 
innocent prattle, and infantine gaiety 
gready amused Emma. They found 
the General in the saloon waiting their 
arrival. 

^ I have just,^ said ha, " received a 
not^ from Henry, dedring we would not 
wait dinner, for he was so pleased with 
the situation and soil of the land, that 
he is determined to conclude the bargain^ 
and begs his and the gentlemen\apology 
to the ladies." 

- After 
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After dinn^ they amused themselves^ 
in the picture gallery, which contained, 
besides the family portraits, several very 
fine pictures of sacred and pro£me his- 
tory. The gentlemen returned to tea, 

Mr. IVGllward had settled every thing 
relative to the purchase -, and it being 
necessary for him to go to London as 
soon, as possible, the party agreed ta 
meet the next day at the Rectory, and 
the following one Mr. A^BBward.and Mr» 
Selvard were to take their departure. 

Mr. Berry, the land steward of Upton, 
received orders to have the land divided 
into small farms, none exceeding twa 
hundred a year ; the greater psif t fifty 
and under. Tweiy;y cottages were to 

be 
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be built, and ground annexed sufQcient 
to feed a cow, with a garden planted 
with necessary vegetables and roots- 
Mr. Montague promised to superintend 
the whole, and to lay tl^e plan of the 
Upton estate before him, which, if he 
approved of, he could proceed in the 
same manner* 

Immediately on Mr. Millward'si and 
Mr. Seward's return the marriage was 
to take place, every thing being finally 
arranged. 

In ^ evening Mr. MiUward begged 
of Emma to relate Fanny's story; 
" As ! have a great idea she is heiress 
to the Mr.. Edwards I mentioned.*' 

«« I will,'* 
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^^ I will,'' replied Emma, ^ satisfy 
your curiosity immecfiatdy. Do us the 
£acvouT to read this letter aloud ; it is 
the copy of one writtai by Fauny^s 
falher, addressed to the Lady .AJbbess a 
few days be£Dre hts death.^ 

^^ In order to obey your commands. 
Madam, I have endeavoured to trace 
on paper my short but mj^^cfaoly 
story* 

*M am the son (^ an opulent woollen- 
draper of London. Myselfand a younger 
brother r^eived a good educatit^, and 
were brought up to the busings. On 
the death of my father, which happened 
in the twenty-third year of my age, we 
found ourselves masters of a large stock, 

an 
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an extensive tntde, and five thousand 
poundifai money. 

. ^ Cfaaries w^s just of age, of a very 
dissqiatedy extravagant turn, nor could 
all my remonstrances keep him within 
bounds • I vas fondty attached to him ; 
and as he possessed a good understand* 
ing and a most excellent heart, I was in 
hopes to reclaim him by lenity ^ and 
that, after he had rah his course of 
pleasure, I flattered myself he would 
attend to business. 

^ At the end of the second year I 
married a young lady, the orphan of 
a clergyman, who was endowed with 
every requisite -to render the marriage 

state 
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state ha{^y, except money, and that I 
did not consider a defect. *f 

^ For the first eight years nothing 
, happened but Ch^IeTs extravagance to 
disturb our domestic bliss. My wife had 
brought me several children, but all, 
except Fanny, the young^t, were either 
still-bom, or died soon after their birth :. 
' at length our afiairs .took a disagreeable 
turn ; we susta&ied sevei:al severe losses 
by the failujre of two mercantile houses, 
who were greatly in our debt ; and^ to 
add to our misfortunes, our banker, in 
whose hands we had deposited a large 
sum to make good a payment which 
came due in a few weeks, became a 
bankrupt. I took this opportunity of 

talking 
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^tadkmg very seriously to Charles, who 
heard me with attention, and promised 
amendment . 



« * 
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It was agreed that the only expedi- 
ent we could take to save our credit, 
would be to solicit our principal cus- 
tomers to pay their bilk. On casting 
up the different accounts, we found we 
]had more on the books than the sum 
wanted. Charles undertook to collect 
the money : he succeeded beyond my 
expectation. 

** Charles had, unknown to me, been 
drawn in by a set of gamesters, to whom 
he had lost considerable sums, and was 
<leqply in their debt 

« Re- 
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V 

^ Retomiiig home with the money 
he had been coDeGting, lie unfortiiaatdl 
met a Mr. Black, (one of the haarpieiX 
who he lodged on as his best friend* 
He told CZharies that he would har^ean 
opportunity that evening of redeeming 
his losses. 

^ Charles imprudendy mentioned the 
business he had been on, and said he 
would only stq> to the counting house 
with the cash, and join him directly. . 

" * My dear friend,* said Mr. Black, 
* unless you can brii^g a few hundreds 
with you, it will be useless to coma 
You know I am in the same predica- 
^ ment as yourself, and caniiot cona'mand 
a guinea. Fortune favours the bold: 

make 
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make one essay to extricate yourself 
Irom fife il|fficulties you are involved 
in; defer seeing your Inrother till to* 
morrow/ 

^^ Charles hesitated. Hb conscience 
revolted at the idea of risking what 
if lost, must prove my ruin* JMr, 
Bbuk urged him, by the most delusive 
arguments ; and awakened his fears, by 
telling him the person who had his note 
was detennined to be paid : at length he 
prevailed, and they agreed to dine at a 
tavern. 

^ Charles, to drown thought, drank 
freely, while his treacherous friend kept 
himself perfecdy sober. By the time 
thfey joined the set Charles was com- 

V0JL.'I. 1 pletely 



pletely intoxicated, and he fell an easy 
prey. Before they suSjsted Mm to 
depart they stript him of every shilling* 

** He returned to his lod^ngs in a 
state of madness ; he flung himself on the 
bed quite exhausted, and fell into a short 
sktmber, from which he awoke in all 
the horrors of despair. 

^ In this situation of mind he wrote 
me an incoherent letter, confessing his 
crimes, and fixed determination, never 
to see me more. It is easy to conceive 
my distress on receiving this account. 
I dreaded the effect it would have on 
Mrs. Edwards, who had been for some 
time past in a very languid state } yet 
long to conceal my situation was un- 

pos8y:)le. 
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possible. In three days the bills became 
due. 

" As soon as I could exert myself I 
made every inquiry after my unhappy 
brother, but in vain ; I never heard of 
him more. My creditors were clamour- 
ous; I gave up my allj and, after 
appearing to my bankruptcy, I was 
forced to conceal myself, as two of my . 
principal creditors refused to sign my 
certificate. A friend generously stej^ed 
forward and made a collection, which, 
with fi,fty pounds he gave, amounted 
to two hundred : with this I determined 
to embark with my wife and child for 

r 

France. My friend gave me a letter of 
recommendation ta a mercantile house 
at Boulogne. 

t2 « Mrs. 
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^ Mrs. Edwards bore the shock betta: 
than I expected, and did every thing in 
her power to keep up my spirits. We 
arrived at Boulogne safe; but the 
fatigues of a very bad passage, attended 
by a dreadful sea sickness, proved too 
much for the weak state of toy wiffe, 
and in less than a month she resigned 
her spodess soul into the hands of her 
Maker. 

^^ She was sensible and composed to 
the last, and strongly urged resignation 
to the fiat of the Almighty, and that I 
would endeavour to exert myself fblf 
the sake of our little Fanny. I strove to 
obey the request of my beloved wife, but 
this last blow ha^ struck deep. " My 
child too was a continued source c^ 

s^fBiction 



113 

ifflkticiw^d wai» her mother in mi&is^ 
tore. 

** Monsieur De Ii Ponte, to whom I 
was^ recommended, was a very worthy 
man ; he visited me often ; and, finding 
I daily dedined^ advised me to try the 
air of Languedoc, and offered to procure 
accommodation for me at a distant rda- 
tion's of his, at a smaU expense ; and 
promised, if I recovered my health, to 
receive me into his counting house. He 
advised me to place Fanny in a convent, 
and spoke so highly of you, Madam, that 
I resolved to solicit your protection for 

ffiychikL 

* 

^ I find myself nearly exhausted, and 
a few days will, I am certain^ terminate 

my 
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my ^dstence. Tour benevolence, m 
promising to take care of my dearest 
Fanny, and your kindness in assuring 
me you will comply with my request in 
regard to her future destiny, leaves not 
a wish ungratified. May Fanny prove 
worthy of your patronage,, and may 
her gratitude in some measure repay you 
for your unexampled goodness in re- 
ceiving and supporting a destitute little 
orphan* 

^ Her unhappy father has nothing U> 
bequeath her but his prayers and Uess- 
ing: accept the same, honoured Madam, 
from your most respectful and grateful 
humble servant, 

^^ James £p WARDS* 

r 

** An^ong 
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^ Among some papers of my poor 
wife's I foimd the enclosed fines^ written, 
by the date, a few weeks before her 
death. If Fanny lives she may value 
them.'*— 

When fortune frowns bow few are friends, 

My heart too late is taught ; 
And each false breast that did pretend^ 

Now shows their inmost tiiought. 

The world is false ; the man is rain 

That hopes a joy to know^ 
From the gay worlds that feels no pain». 

Nor once haa tasted woe. 

But let the cheerful hours return^ 

Again they'll crowd around ; 
Their hearts with former warmth will burn^ 

And wonder why you mourn'd. 
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Soch it the itale Ube wrecclieil fe^ 
TiMl hope to gain a fiieilA ; 

Unhappinen if the true ateeL 
Fabe firiendship for to end. 
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